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Dear Mr . U n s w o r t h , 

I have pleasure in s u b m i t t i n g the Annua l Repor t o f the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y o f N e w S o u t h 

Wales for the year ended 3 0 t h June , 1984 . 

The repo r t describes the responsib i l i t ies and f unc t i ons o f the A u t h o r i t y , records oper­

at ions and achievements d u r i n g the repor t year and ou t l i nes ongo ing p rog rammes and 

some f u t u r e pro jects . 

I t is g r a t i f y i n g t o repo r t t ha t f o r the twe lve m o n t h s t o 3 0 t h June , 1984 the t o t a l road 

fa ta l i t ies were t w e n t y one per cen t lower t h a n the average fo r the six years p r i o r t o 

R a n d o m Breath Test ing . The A u t h o r i t y w i l l c o n t i n u e t o m o n i t o r the Gove rnmen t ' s 

in i t ia t ives in th is respect. 

The ach ievement o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s object ives th is year is the end result o f the e f f o r t s 
o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s Secretar ia t , its advisory c o m m i t t e e s and w o r k i n g par t ies , and of f icers 
o f o ther Depar tmen ts and organisat ions. In par t i cu la r the A u t h o r i t y is i ndeb ted to the 
Depa r tmen t o f Ma in Roads and i ts o f f icers f o r the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the w o r k s p ro ­
g ramme and the general ope ra t i on o f the State's t r a f f i c fac i l i t ies . I w ish t o record m y 
apprec ia t i on o f the ou ts tand ing w o r k they have done . 

Y o u r s f a i t h f u l l y . 
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Members of the Traffic Authority at 30th June, 1984 
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M. I .C .E. ( L o n d o n ) , 

D i r ec to r , 

D e p a r t m e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n t and Planning, N.S.W. 

A p p o i n t e d Members J .N . C A L P I S . 
A l d e r m a n , Counc i l o f the C i t y o f Sydney . 

Mrs . P.A. G O U L D , 

A l d e r m a n , A l b u r y C i t y Counc i l . 

Represent ing Local Gove rnmen t and Shires 

Assoc ia t ions o f N.S.W. 

G .F . M E S S I T E R , B .Sc , (Tech) , M . Eng. Sc., 

M . I .E . Aus t . , 

Secretary , 

M in i s t r y o f T ranspo r t , N.S.W. 

H .F . Q U I N N , 
State Secretary , 

T ranspo r t Worke rs ' U n i o n o f Aus t ra l ia (N.S.W. Branch) . 

A p p o i n t m e n t Pending R . S A U N D E R S . 

Represent ing emp loye rs in the Road T ranspor t I n d u s t r y . 

Adv iser P R O F E S S O R R.L . H U C K S T E P . C .M.G. , 

M.A. , M .D . , F.R.C.S., F .R.A .C.S. , F.T.S. , 
Un ivers i t y o f N.S.W. - M i n i s t r y o f Hea l th Adv iser . 

Principal Officers Traffic Authority Secretariat 

D i r e c t o r H .L . C A M K I N , B.E., D i p . T. & C P . , 

M. I .E . Aus t . , F .C . l .T . 

Pr inc ipa l Ass is tant B.J. H A Z E L . B.E.. M.S.C.E. , M. I .E . A u s t . , 

D i rec to r M . l . T . E . 

Special Consu l t an t D.C. H E R B E R T , B.Sc. (Eng) , 

on T r a f f i c Sa fe ty M . I .E . A u s t . , 

Secretary W . A . L E V I T T , F .A.S.A. . C.P.A., F .C. l .T . 
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The Traffic Authority 

Background 

The T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y o f N e w Sou th Wales is a s t a t u t o r y c o r p o r a t i o n e m p o w e r e d t o act 
as the State G o v e r n m e n t agency responsible f o r t r a f f i c safety and t r a f f i c management 
measures. The A u t h o r i t y is c o n s t i t u t e d under the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t . 1 9 7 6 and 
consists o f f i ve o f f i c i a l members and f o u r a p p o i n t e d members . A fu r ther a p p o i n t m e n t 
is pend ing . 

Before the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y was establ ished on 1st June , 1 9 7 6 , f ive Governmen t Depar t ­

ments and a large number o f Mun ic ipa l and Shire Counc i ls w o r k e d i ndependen t l y o f each 

o ther in road t ra f f i c mat te rs . There was l i t t l e c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f po l ic ies, local interests 

over lapped and d u p l i c a t i o n o f e f f o r t was inev i tab le . A l t h o u g h various c o m m i t t e e s 

existed to co -o rd ina te some ac t iv i t ies , f o r the w a n t o f speci f ic s t a t u t o r y powers member 

organisat ions were no t b o u n d by c o m m i t t e e decis ions. 

The need for a management app roach t o t r anspo r t p lann ing was recognised in the m i d -

1970's a long w i t h the need fo r a u n i f i e d approach t o meet t r a f f i c re lated p rob lems . 

Thus, w i t h the passage o f the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t in 1976 , a single dec is ion-mak ing 

s ta tu to ry a u t h o r i t y was establ ished w h i c h assumed f u l l respons ib i l i t y for road t r a f f i c 

c o n t r o l i n New Sou th Wales. The legis lat ion under w h i c h the A u t h o r i t y operates is 

descr ibed in A p p e n d i x 1 . 

The T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t . 1976 directs t ha t membersh ip o f the A u t h o r i t y i nc lude as 
o ' f i c i a l members the Commiss ioner f o r M o t o r T ranspo r t , the Commiss ioner f o r Ma in 
Roads, the Commiss ioner o f Pol ice, t h e D i rec to r o f the Depa r tmen t o f E n v i r o n m e n t and 
Planning and the Managing D i rec to r o f the U r b a n Trans i t A u t h o r i t y . Of f i c ia l members 
of the A u t h o r i t y remain so f o r the d u r a t i o n o f their tenure of o f f i ce as the D e p a r t m e n t a l 

The A c t also requires f o u r o the r members t o be a p p o i n t e d by the Min is ter f o r T ranspor t . 
The a p p o i n t e d members are a member or o f f i ce r o f the C o u n c i l of the C i ty o f S y d n e y , 
a person a p p o i n t e d by the Min is ter o n the j o i n t n o m i n a t i o n o f the Local G o v e r n m e n t 
Assoc ia t ion o f N e w S o u t h Wales and the Shires Assoc ia t ion o f New Sou th Wales, a person 
appo in ted by the Min is ter on the n o m i n a t i o n o f the Execu t i ve C o m m i t t e e o f the Trans­
po r t Worke rs ' U n i o n o f Aus t ra l ia (New S o u t h Wales Branch) and a person a p p o i n t e d by 
the Min is ter as his personal representat ive. 

A p p o i n t e d members serve f o r a te rm o f three years and are el ig ib le f o r r e a p p o i n t m e n t at 

the end o f the i r terms. 

On the Min is ter 's p roposa l , a person represent ing emp loye rs in the road t ranspor t indust 

ry par t ic ipates in the A u t h o r i t y ' s proceedings pend ing the passage of necessary leg is la t ion. 

A representat ive o f the Min is ter f o r Hea l th a t tends T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y meet ings in an 

advisory capac i ty . 

Dur ing the year under rev iew the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y me t o n twe lve occasions. 

The f o l l o w i n g char t shows the f u n c t i o n a l responsib i l i t ies o f the A u t h o r i t y and the organ­

isat ion o f i ts c o m m i t t e e s t ruc tu re w h i c h is descr ibed fu r t he r under the A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

sect ion o f the r e p o r t . 

Head. 
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ORGANISATION CHART OF THE TRAFFIC A U T H O R I T Y OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

TRAFFIC A U T H O R I T Y 

A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

SECRETARIAT PRINCIPAL 
ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE 

TECHNICAL 
COMMITTEE 

TRAFFIC 
SAFETY 

COMMITTEE 

HUNTER 
TECHNICAL 
COMMITTEE 

DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

I Secretarial and 
administrative major policy 
support proposals 

programming and 
| Inter departmental priorities 

co-ordination 

I Planning/research 
associated with 
policy/ development 
and education 

\ Examine and advise on • Examine and advise on #Examine and advise on •Examine and advise on 
specific traffic 
proposals and road 
closures 

traffic safety 
proposals 

specific traffic 
proposals and road 
closures in 
Newcastle district 

t Examine and advise on 
major development 
proposals, local 
environment plans and 
regional environmental 
plans 

I M P L E M E N T A T I O N 

T R A F F I C E N G I N E E R I N G 

r — • - , 
D E P A R T M E N T L O C A L 

O F G O V E R N M E N T 
M A I N R O A D S 

E N F O R C E M E N T 

P O L I C E 
D E P A R T M E N T 

(i 



The Authority's Charter and Goal 

The T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t , 1976 . requires the A u t h o r i t y t o m o n i t o r and rev iew t r a f f i c 
fac i l i t ies and safety in the State and make r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s f o r the i r i m p r o v e m e n t . The 
A c t requires the A u t h o r i t y t o set po l ic ies, standards and pr io r i t ies f o r i m p l e m e n t i n g 
i m p r o v e d t r a f f i c measures and charges i t w i t h t h e respons ib i l i t y f o r p r o m o t i n g t r a f f i c 
safety genera l ly . T o enable the A u t h o r i t y t o be e f fec t i ve i t is responsib le, under the A c t , 
t o r d i rec t i ng and co -o rd ina t i ng the act iv i t ies o f o the r pub l i c au thor i t i es invo lved w i t h 
t ra f f i c re lated mat ters i n the i r day - to -day w o r k . 

In the exercise o f i ts responsib i l i t ies the A u t h o r i t y w o r k s t o w a r d the general goals o f 

imp rov ing safety and e f f i c i ency in the use o f the State's roads having regard t o t r a f f i c , 

social and e n v i r o n m e n t a l fac tors . 

Cu r ren t l y the A u t h o r i t y is rev iew ing i ts strategies for f u r t he r imp rovemen ts in road 

safety and road e f f i c i ency . 

In pu rsu ing the safety goal the A u t h o r i t y is act ive in the f o l l o w i n g ma in areas. 

T ra f f i c Acc i den t Research involves the reco rd ing and analysis o f t r a f f i c crash da ta , 

eva luat ing local and overseas invest igat ions and m a k i n g recommenda t i ons f o r the imp le ­

m e n t a t i o n o f engineer ing, educa t iona l or en fo r cemen t measures l i ke l y t o be e f fec t i ve . 

Road Engineer ing and E n v i r o n m e n t involves act iv i t ies w h i c h inc lude t r a f f i c eng ineer ing 

and m i n o r s t ruc tu ra l improvemen ts at and be tween in tersect ions and remov ing dangerous 

roadside objects t o imp rove t h e safety o f the road. 

Veh ic le and E q u i p m e n t invest igat ions and act iv i t ies inc lude research i n t o the p rov is ion o f 

safer sur round ings fo r vehic le occupants , bet ter crash-worth iness o f vehicles and systems 

for p ro tec t i ng vehic le occupants . 

H u m a n Behav iour ac t iv i t ies inc lude research and ac t ion w h i c h has resu l ted in measures 

such as R a n d o m Breath Test ing . Other act iv i t ies are in the areas o f d r iver educa t i on and 

research i n t o a t t i t udes as they relate to road safety . 

In p r o m o t i n g an e f f i c ien t road sys tem the A u t h o r i t y ' s act iv i t ies s tem f r o m cons idera t ions 

o f t ra f f i c movemen t and the amen i t y o f res ident ia l and c o m m e r c i a l prec inc ts . 

T ra f f i c M o v e m e n t imp rovemen ts are in area-wide t r a f f i c c o n t r o l signal systems, t rans i t 
lanes, be t te r s ignpost ing and road ma rk i ng and the p rov is ion of c learways. 

E n v i r o n m e n t and A m e n i t y i m p r o v e m e n t po ten t i a l lies in the areas o f design features and 

loca t ion o f roads, d i ve r t i ng heavy t ra f f i c f r o m res ident ia l areas and encouraging loca l 

area t r a f f i c management schemes. 

Speci f ic ac t iv i t ies w i t h w h i c h the A u t h o r i t y has been invo lved th is year in meet ing its 

goals aie set ou t i n the b o d y o f the repor t as are descr ip t ions o f the necessary admin is t ­

rat ive services p rov i ded by the A u t h o r i t y ' s Secretar iat and ex te rna l organisat ions. 

Road Efficiency 



Road Safety 

The Extent of the Problem 

Dur i ng the year under rev iew there were 9 1 0 fatal t ra f f i c crashes in N.S.W. w h i c h resu l ted 
in 1 0 2 3 persons be ing k i l l e d . Th is is 44 less than occu r red in 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 and a b o u t 2 8 0 less 
t h a n w o u l d have occu r red if t rends in the six years p r i o r t o the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f R a n d o m 
Breath Tes t ing had pers is ted. R a n d o m Breath Test ing was i n t r o d u c e d o n 1 7 t h December , 
1982 . 

The h igh r isk p e r i o d f o r fa ta l crashes on weekdays was be tween the hours o f 3 p .m . and 
12 m i d n i g h t w h e n over hal f the fa ta l weekday crashes occu r red . Near ly one in three fa ta l 
crashes o n weekends t o o k place between the late evening and ear ly m o r n i n g hours on 
Saturdays and Sundays. Those stat ist ics s t rengthen independent research conce rn ing the 
dangers associated w i t h "soc ia l d r i n k i n g " and emphasise a l ink be tween la te-n ight , week­
end and a lcoho l - re la ted crashes. More detai ls are given in A p p e n d i x 7 Table 1 . 

In terms o f v u l n e r a b i l i t y , pedestr ians, cyc l is ts and mo to r cyc l i s t s accoun ted fo r 4 0 % of the 

1023 fa ta l i t ies . The mos t c o m m o n age groups fo r persons k i l l ed were 17 t o 2 0 years and 

21 to 24 years. Together , those t w o groups accoun ted for near ly one - th i rd o f all fa ta l ­

i t ies. Mo to r cyc l i s t s i n these groups were pa r t i cu la r l y over- represented w i t h a b o u t 7 0 % of 

all mo to r cyc l i s t s k i l l ed being aged between 17 and 24 years. Pedestrians accoun ted for 

2 3 % o f fa ta l i t ies and a b o u t one hal f of pedestr ian fa ta l i t ies were aged 5 0 and over, w h i l e 

2 0 % were 16 or under . ( A p p e n d i x 7, Table 2 ) . 

These f igures substant ia te var ious research f i nd ings w h i c h show tha t y o u n g male dr ivers 

and m o t o r c y c l e r iders are re la t ive ly high r isk road users, as are e lder ly pedestr ians. 

The t r end in numbers o f fa ta l i t ies per year may be seen f r o m A p p e n d i x 8 . The graph 
i l lust rates the r is ing t r end fo r New South Wales in the to ta l n u m b e r o f fa ta l i t ies over the 
past t w o decades. Th is rise was i n t e r r u p t e d a r o u n d 1971 t o 1972 , co i nc i d i ng w i t h the 
i n t r o d u c t i o n o f leg is lat ion manda t i ng the wear ing by mo to r cyc l i s t s o f he lmets and the 
wear ing by car occupants o f avai lable seat belts. The t r e n d then resumed b u t at a lower 
level . 

The i n t r o d u c t i o n o f R a n d o m Breath Test ing in December 1982 has seen that t r end 

i n t e r r u p t e d no t i ceab l y once again. I t is t o o ear ly ye t t o see w h a t the long t e r m ef fec t 

o f R B T w i l l be. 

Fa ta l i t y rates ( i .e. , t h e numbers o f deaths per 10 ,000 p o p u l a t i o n or per 10 ,000 registered 
m o t o r vehicles) ind ica te t h e po ten t ia l for t r a f f i c crashes and deaths t o occur w i t h the in ­
creasing t ra f f i c o n the roads. The numbers o f deaths per 10 ,000 registered m o t o r vehicles 
has fa l len f r o m 7.9 in 1963 t h r o u g h 6.1 in 1973 t o 3.4 in 1983 . The numbers o f fa ta l i t ies 
per 10 ,000 p o p u l a t i o n f o r the same years were 2 .2 , 2 .6 and 1.8, respect ive ly . 

A comprehens ive stat is t ica l s ta temen t of road t ra f f i c crashes in N.S.W. is avai lable f r o m 

the A u t h o r i t y . 

The A u t h o r i t y ' s app roach t o the road p r o b l e m and i ts pe r fo rmance w i t h i n speci f ic areas 

o f respons ib i l i t y is rev iewed under the var ious headings w h i c h f o l l o w . The A u t h o r i t y ' s 

i nvo l vemen t in the act iv i t ies o f o the r organisat ions is also descr ibed. 
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Traffic Accident Research 

Tra f f i c acc ident research and deve lopment ac t iv i t ies are focussed on a m a t r i x o f th ree 
fac tors - h u m a n , vehic le and env i ronmenta l - in s i tua t ions be fo re , d u r i n g and a f te r a 
crash M a n y e lements are l ike ly to be invo lved in crashes. Some o f t h e m are s h o w n 
be low. 

1 

Before the Crash In the Crash Af ter the Crash 

H U M A N 

F A C T O R S 

A l c o h o l 

Educa t i on 

En fo rcemen t 

Seat be l t use 

Crash he lme t use 

Medica l care 

V E H I C L E 

F A C T O R S 

Brakes 

Tyres 

Steer ing c o l u m n s 

Veh ic le i n te r io rs 

E n t r a p m e n t 

E N V I R O N M E N / 

T A L F A C T O R S 

Road a l i gnment 

T r a f f i c densi ty 

Roadside f u r n i t u r e 

Na tu ra l hazards 

Access ib i l i t y 

Data Analysis 

Recommenda t i ons and advice the A u t h o r i t y prov ides f r o m an e x a m i n a t i o n o f such 

fac tors are based o n t r a f f i c crash data f r o m i n f o r m a t i o n con ta ined in repor ts fu rn i shed by 

the Pol ice, the Depa r tmen t o f Hea l th , N.S.W. A m b u l a n c e Service a n d , f o r compara t i ve 

data, the Aus t ra l i an Bureau o f Stat ist ics. It also relies o n invest igat ions o f e n v i r o n m e n t a l 

and t r a f f i c engineer ing fac tors and eva lua t ion o f var ious countermeasures t ha t have been 

i n t r o d u c e d t o i m p r o v e safety and/or e f f i c i ency in t r a f f i c m o v e m e n t . 

I n f o r m a t i o n f r o m po l i ce t ra f f i c crash repor ts is entered i n t o c o m p u t e r s t o p rov ide the 

A u t h o r i t y ' s mass crash data base. The b u l k of the c o d i n g w o r k was car r ied o u t th is year 

by t h e Aus t ra l i an Quadr ip leg ic Assoc ia t ion under c o n t r a c t t o the A u t h o r i t y . 

Personnel from the Australian Quadriplegic Association carry out crash data coding. 
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This year m o n t h l y bu l l e t i ns o f t ra f f i c crash data were p r o d u c e d fo r the purpose o f m o n ­

i t o r i n g t h e road crash s i t u a t i o n , pa r t i cu la r l y the e f fec t o f R a n d o m Breath Test ing . The 

bu l le t ins were d i s t r i b u t e d to those w i t h in terest i n th is sub ject . T h e y have also proved 

t o be a usefu l source o f i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the med ia . 

The sys tem fo r m o n i t o r i n g progress o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s in te rsec t ion " b l a c k s p o t " acc ident 

r e d u c t i o n p r o g r a m m e was i m p r o v e d d u r i n g the year. The A u t h o r i t y can n o w p rov ide 

local Counc i l s and the Depa r tmen t o f Ma in Roads w i t h m o r e comprehens ive and c u r r e n t 

i n f o r m a t i o n faster t han be fo re . Imp rovemen ts were also made in m e t h o d o l o g y f o r 

observa t ion surveys o f occupan t rest ra in t use. Survey me thods n o w a l l ow f o r all seat ing 

pos i t ions in a vehic le t o be surveyed s imu l taneous l y . 

Behavioural Research 

W o r k re la ted t o the ef fects o f a l coho l and b o t h i l l i c i t and p resc r ip t i on drugs car r ied o u t 

w i t h the D e p a r t m e n t o f Pharmaco logy at the Un ive rs i t y o f Sydney has c o n t i n u e d . The 

u l t i m a t e ob jec t i ve is the deve lopment o f m o r e e f fec t i ve educa t i on in re la t ion t o drugs 

and d r i v i ng . A s t u d y o f the accuracy o f devices used t o self-test b rea th a lcoho l concent ­

ra t i on was c o m p l e t e d . Survey research has been c o n d u c t e d i n t o d r i n k i n g d r i v i ng k n o w ­

ledge, a t t i t udes and behav iour as par t o f the c o n t i n u i n g process o f m o n i t o r i n g the ef fects 

o f R a n d o m Breath Test ing . 

A S ta te -w ide campa ign p r o m o t i n g seat be l t and c h i l d res t ra in t use has been p lanned fo r 

later in 1984 . Th is has been based on a p i l o t campa ign c o n d u c t e d in selected c o u n t r y 

areas o f the Sta te , w h i c h demons t ra ted the ef fect iveness o f the c o m b i n e d use o f po l i ce 

en fo r cemen t and persuasive c o m m u n i c a t i o n s in p r o m o t i n g seat be l t and ch i l d rest ra in t 

use. 

Du r i ng the year adver t isements c o n t a i n i n g undesi rable t r a f f i c sa fe ty re la ted mat te r were 

d r a w n t o the a t t e n t i o n o f the House o f Representat ives S tand ing C o m m i t t e e on Road 

Safe ty . The C o m m i t t e e subsequent ly issued a repo r t on adver t is ing w h i c h was cons is tent 

w i t h the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y ' s s tand . The A u t h o r i t y is t o be represented at a Trade Pract­

ices Commiss ion Conference o n the same t o p i c . 

O ther w o r k has i n c l u d e d : assisting in the p repa ra t i on o f the " B e A w a r e o f B ike Riders 

B o o k l e t " , p repa ra t i on o f a submiss ion t o the State Par l iamentary S tand ing C o m m i t t e e 

i nqu i r i ng i n t o m o t o r c y c l e sa fe ty , eva lua t ion o f m o t o r c y c l e t r a i n i n g , and p a r t i c i p a t i o n in 

the w o r k o f the A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e o n Road Safety Educa t i on descr ibed on page 16 . 

Laboratory Testing 

L a b o r a t o r y tes t ing o f safety e q u i p m e n t su«jh as seat bel ts , ch i l d restra ints, he lmets and 

seat anchorages is car r ied o u t f o r research purposes and at the request o f o the r organisat­

ions, such as the Standards Assoc ia t ion o f Aus t ra l i a . Du r i ng the year a series o f seat 

tests t o check comp l i ance w i t h Aus t ra l i an Design Rules ( A D R ) were p e r f o r m e d for the 

Federal Gove rnmen t ' s O f f i ce o f Road Safe ty . This ac t i v i t y was par t o f an increasing 

i nvo l vemen t i n check ing vehic le safety c o m p o n e n t s f o r comp l i ance w i t h those rules. A 

pro jec t t o check the su i t ab i l i t y o f seat bel ts and c h i l d res t ra in t f i t m e n t in a l l new vehic le 

mode ls was c o m m e n c e d . 

The A u t h o r i t y is at t imes ca l led u p o n by members o f the pub l i c t o solve speci f ic techn ica l 

p rob lems and resolves these, where necessary, by an inspec t ion in its l a b o r a t o r y o f the 

vehic le o r the safety c o m p o n e n t conce rned . 

Th is year the A u t h o r i t y p rov i ded engineer ing and medica l i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the submiss ion 

on m o t o r c y c l e sa fe ty t o the State G o v e r n m e n t S tand ing C o m m i t t e e on Road Safety 

( " S t a y s a f e " ) . 



The A u t h o r i t y is also represented on and con t r i bu tes techn ica l exper t ise t o var ious c o m 
mi t tees o f the Standards Assoc ia t ion o f Aus t ra l i a and the Aus t ra l i an T ranspo r t Adv i s o r y 
Counc i l o n such mat ters as m o t o r c y c l e he lmets , pedal cyc le he lmets , road tankers , seat 
bel ts , ch i l d restra ints, t ruck safety and c rashwor th iness . This year an adviser was prov­
ided t o the Federal Gove rnmen t ' s House o f Representat ives S tand ing C o m m i t t e e o n Road 
Safety for its m o t o r c y c l e h e l m e t i n q u i r y . 

Road Engineering and Environment 

Intersection Improvements 
In te rsec t ion imp rovemen ts are i m p o r t a n t f i r s t l y , because some 4 5 % of casualt ies occur at 

in tersect ions and second ly , because the t r a f f i c ca r r y i ng capac i t y o f the road n e t w o r k is 

largely dependen t on in te rsec t ion capac i t y . 

Du r i ng the year 61 new sets o f in te rsec t ion t r a f f i c signals were c o m m i s s i o n e d and 74 sets 

o f t r a f f i c signals were recons t ruc ted t o imp rove safety and capac i t y . In a d d i t i o n 4 5 

r o u n d a b o u t s and 27 in te rsec t ion channe l isa t ions have been cons t r uc ted . 

A c c i d e n t " b l a c k s p o t " data p rov ided by the T r a f f i c A c c i d e n t Research U n i t were used 

extens ive ly in assessing the p r i o r i t y o f w o r k s . The A u t h o r i t y is d i r ec t i ng a par t i cu la r 

e f f o r t t o w a r d reduc ing hazards at acc ident " b l a c k s p o t s " . 

The p rog ramme of State w i d e in te rsec t ion c o n t r o l , i nvo l v ing the es tab l i shment o f r oad 

h ie ra rchy plans in all Counc i l areas and app rop r i a te s ignpost ing o f in te rsec t ions , is m o r e 

than 9 5 % comp le te . The o u t s t a n d i n g w o r k , i n f o u r C o u n c i l areas, is expec ted t o be c o m 

p le ted by the end o f 1984 . 

The n u m b e r o f r o u n d a b o u t s n o w in ope ra t i on t h r o u g h o u t the State is 1 0 1 . A fu r the r 31 

are c u r r e n t l y under c o n s t r u c t i o n . 

Under the t r a f f i c fac i l i t ies p r o g r a m m e , the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y al locates grants t o Counc i ls 

t owards the costs o f r o u n d a b o u t design, c o n s t r u c t i o n , s ignpost ing and associated road 

m a r k i n g . 

Roundabou ts are also used in loca l area t ra f f i c managemen t schemes t o a id t r a f f i c f l o w 
and he lp c o n t r o l speed in res ident ia l streets. 

Black Spots 
T h r o u g h m o n i t o r i n g crash data i t is possible t o i d e n t i f y locat ions whe re crashes occur 

f r e q u e n t l y . Fu r the r invest igat ions o f those loca t ions can lead t o remed ia l ac t i on be ing 

taken t o reduce crash f requencies. Such crash locat ions are general ly t e rmed " b l a c k 

spo t s " . They are a t t e n d e d t o under the A u t h o r i t i y ' s p r o g r a m m e by the D e p a r t m e n t o f 

Ma in Roads. 

The benef i ts t o the c o m m u n i t y o b t a i n e d f r o m i m p r o v i n g " b l a c k s p o t s " are assessed 

regu lar ly . T h e costs o f the remedia l t rea tmen ts are c o m p a r e d w i t h the savings t o the 

c o m m u n i t y , i n do l la r t e rms , o b t a i n e d w h e n fewer acc idents occur in the p e r i o d f o l l o w i n g 

t rea tmen ts . 

Du r i ng the year a comprehens ive s t u d y o f the results f o r 3 0 sites was c o n d u c t e d , using 

i n f o r m a t i o n for m i n i m u m per iods o f s ix m o n t h s be fo re and af ter t r ea tmen t . I t was f o u n d 

tha t the re had been an acc iden t r e d u c t i o n o f 5 1 % d u r i n g t h e per iods e x a m i n e d . The sav­

ing t o the c o m m u n i t y f o r a 12 m o n t h p e r i o d a f ter t r e a t m e n t was es t ima ted t o be abou t 

S2.1 m i l l i o n , i n d i c a t i n g a f i rs t year ra te o f r e t u r n o f 2 .3 t imes the cost o f the w o r k s a f ter 

one year f o r those 3 0 sites. 

O ther sites have been t rea ted in the p r o g r a m m e . Data is avai lable f o r a t o t a l o f 4 5 sites, 

where there has been an overa l l r e d u c t i o n in crash f r equency o f 5 3 % in the s tudy per iods . 

A p p e n d i x 6 ou t l i nes progress on the " b l a c k s p o t " p r o g r a m m e since i ts i n c e p t i o n in 

1 9 8 0 / 8 1 . 
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Safety at Schools 

The A u t h o r i t y al locates a h igh p r i o r i t y t o i m p r o v i n g safety f o r ch i l d ren in the v i c i n i t y of 

schools. Works car r ied o u t inc lude " z e b r a " crossings, wa rn ing signs w h i c h a ler t dr ivers 

t o the presence o f c h i l d r e n and park ing res t r i c t ions t o imp rove v i s i b i l i t y . In a d d i t i o n , 

t w o n e w pedest r ian-ac tua ted t ra f f i c c o n t r o l signals and n ine in te rsec t ion t r a f f i c signals 

i n c o r p o r a t i n g pedestr ian fac i l i t ies were insta l led near schools. 

Pedestrian Safety Improvements 
Pedestr ians c o n s t i t u t e d a b o u t 2 0 % of road fa ta l i t ies in 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 and p r i o r i t y is given t o 

i m p r o v i n g pedest r ian sa fe ty wherever p rac t ica l . D u r i n g the year f o u r m i d - b l o c k signals 

were insta l led spec i f i ca l l y f o r pedestr ian use and pedestr ian fac i l i t ies were i nco rpo ra ted 

in the m a j o r i t y o f new or recons t ruc ted in te rsec t ion t r a f f i c signals. 

A u d i o - t a c t i l e devices t o assist those w i t h s ight and hear ing d isabi l i t ies were insta l led at 
e ight locat ions f o l l o w i n g consu l t a t i on w i t h the Roya l B l i n d Assoc ia t i on , b r ing ing the 
t o t a l t o 8 2 . 

A vision handicapped person makes use of the audible device installed on a traffic signal. 

Cycleways 
The A u t h o r i t y c o n t i n u e d its invo lvement in the subs idy scheme t o f u n d cyc leways on a 
5 0 / 5 0 basis w i t h Counc i l s . In a d d i t i o n the A u t h o r i t y made avai lable t o Counc i l s , o n re­
quest , adv ice o n the p lann ing and eng ineer ing aspects o f cyc leways . Du r i ng the year 16 
cyc leways were c o m p l e t e d and several o thers were in h a n d at 3 0 t h June , 1984 , 



Miscellaneous Works 

Dur i ng the year a p p r o x i m a t e l y 8 0 miscel laneous t r a f f i c f ac i l i t y w o r k s were c o m p l e t e d ; 

t hey i nc l uded i m p r o v i n g sk id resistance at sites w i t h s k i d d i n g p rob lems , e rec t i on o f guard­

rails t o reduce acc ident sever i ty , p rov is ion o f a d d i t i o n a l lanes f o r c l i m b i n g and o v e r t a k i n g 

and assorted w o r k s such as bus bays and med ian ad jus tmen ts . 

Collisions with Roadside Objects 

Roadside ob jec ts , pa r t i cu la r l y u t i l i t y poles and trees, are invo lved in a b o u t 2 0 % of fata l 
crashes each year. 

In response to th is s i t u a t i o n , the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y ma in ta ins an ongo ing p rog ramme t o 

i d e n t i f y dangerous locat ions and t o f o r m u l a t e remedia l measures. In those cases where 

e lec t r i c i t y pole p lacement is shown t o be hazardous , the Energy A u t h o r i t y is advised o f 

the A u t h o r i t y ' s r ecommenda t i ons . The Energy A u t h o r i t y is e m p o w e r e d by the Elect 

r i c i t y Deve lopmen t A c t , 1980 , t o act on tha t advice and d i r e c t the remova l or re loca t ion 

o f the hazardous poles. 

The second stage o f the p rog ramme is n o w in progress. This stage is concerned w i t h 

inc idents where poles we re invo lved in three or m o r e co l l i s ions over the f ive year p e r i o d 

ended December 1982. This approach w i l l be used t o i d e n t i f y hazardous po le locat ions 

in f u t u r e years. 

A t o t a l o f 2 7 0 poles have been invest igated and remed ia l t r e a t m e n t , i nvo l v ing po le re­

mova l or re loca t i on , has been i d e n t i f i e d f o r m o r e than 2 0 0 poles. R o a d w o r k s or t r a f f i c 

management t r ea tmen ts have been i d e n t i f i e d f o r a f u r t he r 6 0 poles. Remed ia l t r e a t m e n t 

has been c o m p l e t e d f o r abou t 120 o f the poles requ i r i ng re l oca t i on and the b u l k o f those 

poles requ i r i ng roadbased so lu t ions . 

The p rog ramme has been ex tended t o all parts o f the Sta te , i nvo l v ing a to ta l o f 224 

fu r ther sites. These are present ly being e x a m i n e d t o d e t e r m i n e the app rop r i a te remedia l 

t r ea tmen t . 

(Photographs Courtesy of Prospect County Council) 

Before After 

The photographs illustrates an improvement in visual amenity by the removal of electricity poles. 
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Human Factors 

Random Breath Testing 
F o l l o w i n g the r e c o m m e n d a t i o n o f the J o i n t Par l iamentary S tand ing C o m m i t t e e on Road 

Safety ( "S taysa fe " ) , the Gove rnmen t i n t r o d u c e d R a n d o m Breath Test ing (RBT) in Decem­

ber, 1 9 8 2 f o r a three year t r i a l . The Gove rnmen t ' s d e t e r m i n a t i o n tha t R B T be given a real 

t r i a l was demons t ra ted by the immed ia te and sustained level o f h igh ly visible Pol ice en­

f o r c e m e n t opera t ions c o m b i n e d w i t h an intensive a l l -media adver t is ing campa ign . The 

success o f R B T is i l l us t ra ted b y the graph o n page 15. # * 

T h r o u g h o u t the year under rev iew, the Gove rnmen t ' s e f f o r t s t o keep R B T e f fec t i ve as a 

de te r ren t t o d r i n k - d r i v i n g have been m a i n t a i n e d . 

The R B T p r o g r a m m e this year was designed t o achieve an increased pe rcep t ion o f the r isk 

o f be ing app rehended . This has been achieved by in tens i f i ed e n f o r c e m e n t ac t i v i t y and 

adver t is ing w h i c h has h igh l i gh ted t h e wide-spread and h igh l y v is ib le d e p l o y m e n t o f Pol ice 

b rea th tes t ing s ta t ions heavi ly s u p p o r t e d by H i g h w a y Pat ro l a c t i v i t y . 

The adver t is ing p r o g r a m m e , again f u n d e d by the A u t h o r i t y , has been sustained t h r o u g h ­
o u t the year t o keep the RBT theme " H o w w i l l y o u go w h e n y o u sit for the t es t? " and 
the e n f o r c e m e n t p rog ramme c o n s t a n t l y be fore the d r i v i ng pub l i c . Once again these mess­
ages were car r ied in all med ia , across the State, w i t h par t i cu la r emphasis given t o ho l i day 
t imes o f the year. 

Pol ice e n f o r c e m e n t was raised d u r i n g 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 t o greater levels than the f i rs t six m o n t h s 

o f R B T . Over 1 ,165 ,000 r a n d o m breath tests were car r ied o u t d u r i n g the year resu l t ing 

in 6 ,681 people be ing charged w i t h d r i n k - d r i v i n g o f fences, an overa l l charge rate o f less 

t h a n 1 % . The l o w charge rate is a good i n d i c a t i o n o f the success o f the Gove rnmen t ' s 

d r i n k - d r i v i n g educa t i on and e n f o r c e m e n t p r o g r a m m e . 

Late in the year a specia l ly equ ipped m in i - van was i n t r o d u c e d on t r ia l t o make R B T oper­

at ions more consp icuous t o t h e pub l i c and m o r e e f f i c i en t f o r the Pol ice. 

Fo r t h e 12 m o n t h s t o the end o f June, 1984 there were 1,023 fa ta l i t ies . This was a b o u t 

2 0 % l owe r t h a n m i g h t have been expec ted o n the basis.of the i m m e d i a t e p r e - R B T years. 

However the la t te r hal f o f the year (January t o June) saw an increase in fa ta l i t ies compar 

ed w i t h the f i r s t hal f o f the year and c o m p a r e d also w i t h the same p e r i o d in the prev ious 

year 

T h e t rends are be ing care fu l l y m o n i t o r e d by the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y , w o r k i n g in c o n j u n c t ­
ion w i t h the Bureau o f Cr ime Stat is t ics and Research, t o evaluate the ef fect iveness and 
e f f i c i ency o f the R B T legis lat ion. 

Supportive Activities 

As in prev ious years, the func t i ons o f o the r organisat ions led t o the A u t h o r i t y be ing in ­
vo lved in a var ie ty o f act iv i t ies. 

Staysafe 
The " S t a y s a f e " r epo r t en t i t l ed " C a r Dr iver L icensing A n d Road S a f e t y " was presented t o 

the G o v e r n m e n t on 3 r d May, 1984. The C o m m i t t e e is n o w c o n c l u d i n g i ts w o r k on 

M o t o r c y c l i n g Safety w h i c h was the subject o f a w r i t t e n submiss ion t o " S t a y s a f e " f r o m 

the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y . 

Wh i le the A u t h o r i t y was not invo lved in the day-by-day act iv i t ies o f " S t a y s a f e " , i t pro­

v ided an extensive range o f s tat is t ica l da ta , analyses and o the r i n f o r m a t i o n f o r the C o m 

mi t tee 's cons ide ra t i on o n an ad hoc basis. Mr . D. C. Herber t (Special Consu l t an t on 

T r a f f i c Safe ty ) was made avai lable by the A u t h o r i t y t o assist the C o m m i t t e e . Du r i ng the 

year under rev iew Mr. Herber t m a i n t a i n e d a close assoc ia t ion w i t h the C o m m i t t e e by 

a t t e n d i n g , at i ts i n v i t a t i o n , all meet ings, inspect ions and hearings. 
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Mr . Herber t ' s ro le o f adviser t o " S t a y s a f e " is c o n t i n u i n g as the C o m m i t t e e pursues its 

enqu i r ies in addressing o the r aspects o f t ra f f i c safe ty . 

The A u t h o r i t y is c o n t i n u i n g its associat ion w i t h the " S t a y s a f e " C o m m i t t e e in p r o v i d i n g 

i n f o r m a t i o n and stat is t ica l da ta . 

TRAFFIC CRASH FATALIT IES 
JULY 1983 - JUNE 1984 

- • - P R E R B T A V E R A G E 

- • 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 

J A S O N D J F M A M J 

M O N T H 
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National Drink-Drive Campaign 

This campa ign f o l l o w e d a s imi lar campaign in 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 . Once again , the C o m m o n w e a l t h , 

States and Ter r i t o r i es c o n t r i b u t e d f u n d s , do l la r f o r do l l a r , t o a to ta l o f S1 m i l l i o n . The 

N e w S o u t h Wales c o n t r i b u t i o n was a p p r o x i m a t e l y S I 7 5 , 0 0 0 . 

The campa ign fea tu red a "gua rd i an a n g e l " w h o e x h o r t e d d r ink -d r i ve rs t o p lan ahead so 
tha t t hey w o u l d avo id d r i n k i n g and d r i v i ng . The concep t was deve loped w i t h i n p u t f r o m 
the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y to s u p p o r t ex is t ing p u b l i c i t y conce rn ing R B T . The campaign ran 
d u r i n g the la t te r par t o f 1983 /84 on te lev is ion and rad io . 

Advisory Committee on Road Safety Education 

The habi ts and a t t i t udes gained by ch i l d ren in the i r f o r m a t i v e years can have a great i n ­

f luence o n later behav iour . In recogn i t i on o f th is , a need was seen by the A u t h o r i t y t o 

fu r t he r deve lop resources f o r road safety educa t i on in schools t o be t te r equ ip ch i l d ren 

as f u t u r e road users. 

In c o l l a b o r a t i o n w i t h the Depa r tmen t o f Educa t i on the A u t h o r i t y f u n d e d the establ ish­

men t w i t h i n the Depa r tmen t o f a Road Safety Educa t i on C o m m i t t e e . The C o m m i t t e e ' s 

a im is t o rev iew, co-ord ina te and deve lop road safety re la ted act iv i t ies w i t h i n the school 

sys tem. 

C o m m u n i t y and Gove rnmen t interests are represented o n the C o m m i t t e e w h i c h is co­

o r d i n a t e d by a fu l l - t ime execut ive o f f i ce r f r o m the D e p a r t m e n t o f Educa t i on . Tha t 

o f f i ce r ' s salary is me t by the A u t h o r i t y as are o t h e r expenses i n c u r r e d by the C o m m i t t e e . 

The C o m m i t t e e has rev iewed road safety educa t i on mater ia l avai lable for ch i l d ren f r o m 

k inde rga r ten t o year s ix . Based on tha t rev iew the C o m m i t t e e is p roduc ing a d i r e c t o r y o f 

resource mate r ia l . A survey o f road safety educa t i on needs in schools has been c o m p l e t e d 

and w o r k s h o p s o f educa t ion professionals have deve loped d ra f t cu r r i cu la . 

A " p a r e n t package" o f resource mater ia l is under d e v e l o p m e n t w h i c h w i l l con ta i n mater­

ials re la ted t o school management , school e n v i r o n m e n t and school c u r r i c u l u m . This 

mater ia l w i l l enable pr inc ipa ls t o enl is t the act ive s u p p o r t o f parents in road safety 

e d u c a t i o n a n d t o o b t a i n their c o o p e r a t i o n in i m p r o v i n g the schoo l safety e n v i r o n m e n t by 

the i r o w n good safe ty pract ices. 

Projects in p lann ing are an i m p l e m e n t a t i o n s tudy on the D r i n k - D r i v e Educa t ion K i t ; an 

upda te o f the K i t ; a n d , the deve lopmen t and p r o d u c t i o n o f mater ia l i n s u p p o r t o f the 

A u t h o r i t y ' s Seat Be l t /Ch i l d Res t ra in t Campaign o f 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 . 

The C o m m i t t e e has p rov ided act ive s u p p o r t f o r the State B icyc le Adv i s o r y C o m m i t t e e ' s 
B ike -Ed Prog ramme. A f u l l - t i m e c o o r d i n a t o r has been a p p o i n t e d f o r the Hun te r Educat ­
ion Reg ion . A Regional C o n t i n u a t i o n Programme has been unde r t aken fo r the Sou th 
Coast and Hun te r Regions, and Regional Expans ion Programmes have been e f fec ted in 
N o r t h S y d n e y . N o r t h Coast. M e t r o p o l i t a n West and N o r t h West. Teachers are being 
t ra ined and p rog rammes are being deve loped as a resul t o f the inservice t r a i n i ng . 

Forum of Road Safety Committees 

To s t imu la te co l l abo ra t i on and fac i l i t a te the exchange o f ideas, the A u t h o r i t y establ ished 
a F o r u m f o r numerous organisat ions and groups hav ing a par t i cu la r in terest i n road 
sa fe ty . The A u t h o r i t y was concerned that m a n y such groups were w o r k i n g in i so la t ion 
and in m a n y cases appeared t o be d u p l i c a t i n g m u c h o f the w o r k a l ready be ing car r ied o u t 
by o thers . 

The F o r u m is n o t a s tanding c o m m i t t e e o f the A u t h o r i t y bu t serves as a valuable in ter ­
face w i t h profess ional and o the r c o m m u n i t y in terest g roups , and its proceedings make 
a valuable i n p u t to the A u t h o r i t y ' s cons ide ra t ion o f m a n y safe ty mat te rs . M e m b e r s h i p 
o f the F o r u m is s h o w n in A p p e n d i x 4 . 



Cycle Safety 

The State G o v e r n m e n t has f u n d e d cyc le safety t o the e x t e n t o f S 3 5 0 . 0 0 0 each year , since 

1976 . Such f u n d i n g is avai lable on a do l la r for do l la r basis t o local Counc i ls for con ­

s t r u c t i o n o f b icyc le engineer ing fac i l i t ies and b icyc le studies. A d d i t i o n a l l y educa t i on 

e n f o r c e m e n t and encouragement p rog rammes were c o n t i n u e d . The A u t h o r i t y prov ides 

the State B icyc le Adv i so r y C o m m i t t e e w i t h techn ica l and behav ioura l adv ice o n b icyc le 

safety A lso the A u t h o r i t y makes avai lable t o Counc i l s , o n request , advice on the p lan 

n ing and eng ineer ing aspects o f cyc leways and o the r b i cyc le pro jects . 

The B ike-Ed Programme has been expanded and ex tended i n t o six Educa t i on D e p a r t m e n t 

regions o f N e w Sou th Wales. Th is p r o g r a m m e is be ing i m p l e m e n t e d by the Adv i s o r y 

C o m m i t t e e on Road Safety E d u c a t i o n . 

A book le t a imed at m o t o r i s t s e n t i t l e d " T h e Be A w a r e o f Bike Riders B o o k " was p r o d 
uced by the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y . This b o o k l e t i n fo rms mo to r i s t s o f the need t o share roads 
w i t h cyc l is ts and is i l l us t ra ted w i t h a series o f car toons . The b o o k l e t was d i s t r i b u t e d by 
the N R M A in the " O p e n R o a d " . 

In pursu i t o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s second major goal , tha t is, the p r o m o t i o n o f an e f f i c i en t 

road sys tem, i t takes i n t o accoun t the fac tors o f t r a f f i c m o v e m e n t , e n v i r o n m e n t and 

resident ia l and c o m m e r c i a l a m e n i t y . 

F o l l o w i n g repor ts o f changes in t ra f f i c management pract ices in Europe and N o r t h 
Amer i ca in the areas of p r i o r i t y f o r pub l i c t r anspo r t and safety and e n v i r o n m e n t a l im 
provements in resident ia l areas, the T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y sent its D i rec to r , Mr . H .L . C a m k i n , 
o n a br ie f overseas invest igat ive t ou r . The inves t iga t ion cen t red o n his a t t end ing the con ­
ference, " T r a n s p o r t a t i o n : A n In te rna t i ona l O v e r v i e w " in L o n d o n d u r i n g m i d - A u g u s t 

Discussion at the con fe rence i d e n t i f i e d par t i cu la r areas o f in terest in Eng land , the Nether­

lands, U.S.A. and Canada. Mr . C a m k i n p roceeded t o those coun t r ies af ter the conference 

for inspect ions and discussions w i t h o f f icers o f the var ious t r anspo r t admin i s t ra t i ons . 

F o l l o w i n g Mr . Camk in ' s r e tu rn to Sydney on 12th September, 1 9 8 3 , a comprehens ive 

"s ta te o f the a r t " repor t was presented t o the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y and the G o v e r n m e n t in 

October , 1983 . The repo r t con ta i ned an overv iew o f c o n t e m p o r a r y t r a f f i c management 

in Eu rope and N o r t h A m e r i c a , a discussion o f overseas t r a f f i c management and trans 

p o r t a t i o n p l ann ing and a rev iew o f spec i f i c aspects o f t op i ca l in terest to N e w Sou th 

Overseas Investigations 

1983 . 

Wales. 
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Development of Policy and Guidelines 

The A u t h o r i t y has c o n t i n u e d t o exp lo re ways o f i m p r o v i n g the f l o w o f b o t h passenger 

and goods vehicles o n ma jo r ar ter ia l roads and m a k i n g f u l l use o f the ex is t ing road re­

source. These ob jec t ives are addressed hav ing due regard t o the o f t e n c o m p e t i n g interests 

o f l and use a m e n i t y and access requ i rements . 

Var ious in i t ia t ives f l o w i n g f r o m these invest igat ions inc lude the recent i n t r o d u c t i o n o f 

bus p r i o r i t y leg is la t ion ; the increased ins ta l l a t i on o f r o u n d a b o u t s at b o t h m i n o r and ma jo r 

road in tersect ions t o be t te r o rder t r a f f i c movemen ts ; the t r ia l and eva lua t ion o f local area 

t r a f f i c management techn iques and the i n t r o d u c t i o n o f " l e f t t u r n on r e d " at app rop r i a te 

signal ized in tersect ions. Some o f these in i t ia t ives are r e p o r t e d in deta i l elsewhere in th is 

repo r t . 

In a d d i t i o n to phys ica l measures, the A u t h o r i t y has c o n t i n u e d t o deve lop a range o f 
pol ic ies designed t o achieve e f f i c i ency i m p r o v e m e n t s . These inc lude pol ic ies re la t ing to 
the regu la t i on and a l l o c a t i o n o f kerbs ide p a r k i n g , access c o n t r o l , r oad ma rk i ng and sign­
post ing and fue l conse rva t i on . 

The A u t h o r i t y ' s pol ic ies and f ind ings are d isseminated t h r o u g h pub l i shed guidel ines 

and research repor ts issued t o Counc i l s , o ther G o v e r n m e n t agencies, developers and the 

general p u b l i c . 

Traffic Movement 

Sydney Road Hierarchy Plan 
Over the last th ree years the A u t h o r i t y , in close consu l ta t i on w i t h Counc i l o f f i ce rs , has 

been deve lop ing a Road H ie ra rchy Plan f o r the Sydney m e t r o p o l i t a n area. The ob jec t ­

ive o f th is Plan is t o p roduce a ra t iona l road system fo r Sydney e m b o d y i n g sa fe ty , e f f i c 

iency and e n v i r o n m e n t a l cons idera t ions . The Plan w i l l p rov ide the f r a m e w o r k necessary 

fo r o r d e r l y p l ann ing o f l and use and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f local area management schemes. 

T h e f i rs t stage o f the Plan is c o m p l e t e . S u m m a r y techn ica l repor ts and associated maps 

are t o be pub l i shed s h o r t l y . 

Traffic Signal Co-ordination 

T h e S y d n e y Co -o rd ina ted Adap t i ve T r a f f i c Sys tem (SCATS) is recognised as one o f the 

w o r l d ' s mos t advanced t r a f f i c c o n t r o l systems. The sys tem inc ludes the centra l super­

v isory c o m p u t e r at the O x f o r d Street s i te ; 12 regional compu te rs at key loca t ions in the 

M e t r o p o l i t a n area and another 24 m i c r o c o m p u t e r s w h i c h were insta l led t o c o n t r o l the 

t r a f f i c signals at in te rsec t ions . T h r o u g h th is sys tem, the opera t i ng cycles o f connec t i ng 

t r a f f i c signals are c o n t r o l l e d and c o o r d i n a t e d in response t o t r a f f i c f l ows and c o n d i t 

ions. S C A T S is progressively be ing ex tended t o cover the w h o l e o f the S y d n e y m e t r o p ­

o l i t an area and the u rban areas o f Newcast le and W o l l o n g o n g . 
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Research has shown tha t signal c o - o r d i n a t i o n subs tan t ia l l y reduces j o u r n e y t imes and the 

n u m b e r o ' s tops requ i red by mo to r i s t s , and has the p o t e n t i a l t o reduce the State's pe t ro l 

c o n s u m p t i o n by 6 0 m i l l i o n l i t res per year. 

The scheme t o p rov ide d y n a m i c w ide area c o - o r d i n a t i o n o f t r a f f i c signals t h r o u g h o u t 

S y d n e y , Newcast le and W o l l o n g o n g was c o n t i n u e d d u r i n g the year w i t h an add i t i ona l 

163 signals connec ted t o the c o m p u t e r sys tem. 

A t o t a l of 9 4 6 in tersect ions are n o w connec ted t o the n e t w o r k and a f u r t h e r 158 sites in 

the Sydney Centra l Business D i s t r i c t are connec ted t o a less soph is t i ca ted sys tem. 

Clearways 
In the Sydney m e t r o p o l i t a n area c learway res t r i c t ions are in fo rce on one o r b o t h sides o f 

mos t major t ra f f i c routes. Genera l l y the res t r ic t ions a p p l y d u r i n g m o r n i n g and a f t e r n o o n 

peak hours o n weekdays on routes whe re the level o f service w o u l d o therw ise be very 

l o w ; the t ra f f i c vo lumes exceed ing the capac i t y o f the roads concerned . Inves t iga t ion o f 

new c learway proposals in congested ar ter ia l roads in Sydney is an ongo ing task o f the 

A u t h o r i t y 

Bus Priority 

Dur i ng the year several bus p r i o r i t y measures were ins t igated by the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y as 

par t o f an ongo ing p rog ramme t o assist the m o v e m e n t o f bus passengers, m in im i se delays 

t o bus services, imp rove bus schedule adherence and enhance the ef fect iveness o f pub l i c 

t ranspor t . 

O n 1 3 t h January , 1 9 8 4 the M o t o r T r a f f i c Regulat ions were a m e n d e d t o give buses 

p r i o r i t y w h e n leaving bus stops, bus bays and bus zones. Under the amended Regula t ions 

mo to r i s t s t rave l l ing in the kerbs ide lane are requ i red t o give w a y t o buses a t t e m p t i n g t o 

enter the t r a f f i c s t ream f r o m ad jacent bus s tops, bays or zones. 

Under new regulations drivers must now give-way and allow buses priority when they are leaving 
bus stops, bus bays and bus zones. 
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A f u l l rev iew o f t h e scope and effect iveness o f the amended legis lat ion is t o be made af ter 

one year 's o p e r a t i o n . 

In December 1983 , an a f t e r n o o n peak "bus o n l y " lane was establ ished in the n o r t h e r n 

end o f Clarence Street t o assist the m o v e m e n t o f buses o n t o the Ha rbou r Br idge. This 

in i t i a t i ve f o l l o w e d invest igat ions by a Techn ica l C o m m i t t e e w o r k i n g pa r t y establ ished t o 

examine bus p r i o r i t y measures. 

Arterial Road Improvements 

Over the last decade, t r a f f i c o n u rban roads has increased by a r o u n d 2 5 % . I m p r o v e d 

t r a f f i c managemen t techn iques on Sydney 's ar ter ia l roads have b r o u g h t an increase in 

average peak p e r i o d vehic le speeds o f 5 k m / h fo r the p e r i o d 1972 t o 1 9 8 2 and a fu r t he r 

1 k m / h fo r 1 9 8 2 t o 1983 . Whi le these peak p e r i o d increases m a y seem smal l , i t is i m p o r t ­

ant t o no te t ha t the percentage o f t r a f f i c t rave l l ing at a speed over 4 0 k m / h increased 

f r o m 2 5 % in 1972 , t o 5 2 % in 1 9 8 2 and t o 5 8 % in 1 9 8 3 . 

Travel t i m e data is co l l ec ted f r o m surveys by the D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads and covers 

the seven ma jo r ar ter ia l roads cen t red o n Sydney and Par ramat ta . The deta i led m o n i t o r ­

ing sys tem begun in November 1981 prov ides ongo ing p e r f o r m a n c e eva lua t i on . 

ARTERIAL ROAD IMPROVEMENTS 

LEGEND 

I I AVERAGE PEAK PERIOD VEHICLE SPEED 

PERCENTAGE OF TRAFFIC 

1972 1982 1983 

CALENDAR YEAR 



Environment and Amenity 

Local Area Traffic Management 

The A u t h o r i t y has long been conce rned a b o u t e n v i r o n m e n t a l and safe ty p rob lems ar is ing 

f r o m increases in t h rough - t r a f f i c and speeds on w h a t were once qu ie t res ident ia l streets. 

Some t ime ago the app l i ca t i on o f lower speed l im i t s in such streets was c o n t e m p l a t e d . 

The A u t h o r i t y cons idered a rb i t r a r y l o w speed l i m i t s u n w o r k a b l e and agreed tha t f o r a 

s o l u t i o n t o be e f fec t i ve the road e n v i r o n m e n t needed t o be changed. D r a w i n g o n its 

previous exper ience and invest iga t ion o f devices such as road h u m p s , s top signs, and 

pavement nar row ings used as t r a f f i c con t ro l s the A u t h o r i t y c o n c l u d e d tha t the best 

app roach was a comprehens ive area p lan t o change the na tu re o f the local road sys tem, 

pa r t i cu la r l y in res ident ia l areas. 

The A u t h o r i t y p repared and d i s t r i b u t e d t o all Counc i ls comprehens ive guidel ines o n the 

p lann ing and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f loca l area t ra f f i c management schemes. The m a i n a i m 

of the guidel ines was t o encourage Counc i ls t o unde r take local area t r a f f i c management 

schemes and t o generate c o m m e n t s f r o m Counc i ls t o f u r t h e r deve lop local area t ra f f i c 

management ph i losoph ies and pract ices. 

Leaf lets descr ib ing the ob jec t i ve o f the schemes were also p r o d u c e d fo r pub l i c d is t r ib ­
u t i o n . 

A t the ins t iga t ion o f the A u t h o r i t y , Can te rbu ry and W i l l o u g h b y M u n i c i p a l Counc i l s pre 

pared and i m p l e m e n t e d t r ia l local area t r a f f i c management schemes. T h e schemes are 

being m o n i t o r e d t o de te rm ine the i r ef fect iveness in t r a f f i c managemen t terms and assess 

whe the r the var ious types o f c o n t r o l measures are acceptable t o the c o m m u n i t y . 

The A u t h o r i t y also sponsored a ten day course on local area t r a f f i c management at the 
Un ivers i t y o f New S o u t h Wales. The course was a t t e n d e d by t h i r t y f i ve engineers, p lan 
ners and techn ic ians f r o m var ious Counc i ls in the State . Detai ls o f t ha t i n i t i a t i ve are 
given later. 

The guidel ines, p l ann ing and i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f the t r ia l schemes in the Can te rbu ry and 

W i l l o u g h b y Mun ic ipa l Counc i ls and the ten day course has generated a great deal of in ter ­

est and discussion on local area t ra f f i c management . The A u t h o r i t y has received c o m ­

ments f r o m Counc i l s , residents and o ther in teres ted part ies. The c o m m e n t s w i l l be used 

t o revise the guidel ines. 

Present ly the A u t h o r i t y is prepar ing audio-v isual presentat ions on local area t ra f f i c man­
agement w i t h a v iew t o increasing the awareness o f the general pub l i c t o e n v i r o n m e n t a l 
p lann ing . 

Shared Zones 
The D u t c h concep t of a " W o o n e r f " , or " S h a r e d Z o n e " can be used as a means o f a f f o r d ­

ing pedestr ians p r o t e c t i o n where t h e y canno t be segregated f r o m m o t o r vehicles such as 

in car parks and shopp ing mal ls. T h e y w o u l d also a l l o w bet ter use o f l igh t t r a f f i c streets 

in res ident ia l areas by a l l o w i n g pedestr ians to share the street w i t h vehic les. Th is is ach­

ieved by des ign ing areas so tha t dr ivers are aware t h e y are en te r i ng a special area and dr i ve 

the i r vehicles at a s lower pace. 

The techn ica l design aspects o f "shared zones" and the requ i red legislat ive am endm en ts 

t o e f fec t t h e m have been e x a m i n e d by the A u t h o r i t y . Fu r the r progress n o w depends on 

the reac t ion o f local gove rnmen t au tho r i t i es t o "sha red zones " . 
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Parking of Heavy Vehicles in Residential Areas 

As a resul t o f a repor t e x a m i n i n g the p rob lems created by ind i sc r im ina te pa r k i ng o f heavy 
vehicles in res ident ia l streets, a W o r k i n g Par ty cons is t ing o f representat ives f r o m the Tran­
spo r t Workers U n i o n , the Pol ice T ra f f i c B ranch , the N R M A , and the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y 

was establ ished t o p l a n , i m p l e m e n t and m o n i t o r a t r ia l pa r k i ng scheme for heavy vehicles 
in selected C o u n c i l areas. 

The W o r k i n g Par ty has selected Can te rbu ry and B a n k s t o w n Counc i l areas t o c o n d u c t the 

t r ia l scheme on the basis o f the n u m b e r and sever i ty o f comp la in t s received f r o m the 

pub l i c . T h e t r ia l pa r k i ng scheme in essence w i l l i n c l u d e : 

• p rov is ion o f special ly designated and c o n t r o l l e d pa r k i ng zones o n sui table res ident ia l 

and non- res ident ia l streets and au tho r i sed pa rk i ng areas away f r o m res ident ia l areas 

bu t w i t h i n easy reach o f h ighway and p r inc ipa l r o u t e s ; 

• p rov is ion o f special signs f o r heavy vehic le pa rk ing zones, au tho r i sed pa rk ing areas and 

d i rec t i ons t o such pa rk ing places; 

• e n f o r c e m e n t o f the re levant prov is ions o f the M o t o r T r a f f i c A c t and M e t r o p o l i t a n 

T r a f f i c A c t ; and 

• p u b l i c i t y o f the t r i a l . 

B a n k s t o w n and Can te rbu ry Counc i l s have c o n d u c t e d a comprehens ive survey and pre­

pared area maps s h o w i n g avai lable on-s t reet and o f f -s t ree t pa rk ing o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r heavy 

vehicles based on the A u t h o r i t y ' s c r i te r ia f o r se lec t ion o f pa rk ing zones. 
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Administration 

Legislative Developments 

D u r i n g the year under rev iew the T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y sought changes to the legis lat ion on 

var ious mat ters o f t r a f f i c sa fe ty and t ra f f i c management . These proposals arise f r o m re­

presentat ions t o the A u t h o r i t y or are in i t ia t ives f r o m w i t h i n the A u t h o r i t y i tsel f . 

• Rev iew of Na t iona l Road T r a f f i c Codes. F o l l o w i n g a rev iew o f the d i f fe rences in 

t r a f f i c laws between States and Ter r i to r ies and be tween the Na t i ona l R o a d T r a f f i c 

Code and New Sou th Wales Regu la t ions , M o t o r T r a f f i c Regula t ions were a m e n d e d on 

21st October , 1 9 8 3 , t o p r o h i b i t : -

(a) S tand ing w i t h i n 18 metres of any level c ross ing; and 

(b) Over tak ing i m m e d i a t e l y before or o n a level crossing. 

• T r u c k Zones. A W o r k i n g Party set up by the A u t h o r i t y c o n d u c t e d an overa l l rev iew o f 

" L o a d i n g Z o n e s " a n d f o u n d tha t a substant ia l p r o p o r t i o n o f vehicles using t h e m were 

s ta t i on wagons, o f w h i c h a large m a j o r i t y were n o t engaged in load ing or u n l o a d i n g . 

A m e n d m e n t s t o the M o t o r T r a f f i c Regulat ions t o enable the es tab l i shment o f special 

" T r u c k Z o n e s " were enacted on 2 8 t h October , 1 9 8 3 , t o assist t r ucks m a k i n g del iver ies, 

pa r t i cu la r l y in the Centra l Business D i s t r i c t o f S y d n e y . 

• P r i o r i t y f o r buses depa r t i ng f r o m bus stops, bays and zones. F o l l o w i n g the eva lua t ion 
of the cour tesy campa ign , i nvo l v ing the d isp lay o f "Please Give W a y " signs on the rear 
o f buses, the M o t o r T r a f f i c Regula t ions were a m e n d e d , and t o o k e f fec t on 1 3 t h Jan­
uary, 1984 , giv ing p r i o r i t y t o buses depar t i ng f r o m bus stops, bays and zones. The 
effect iveness o f the bus p r i o r i t y ru le is t o be rev iewed af ter a pe r i od o f twe lve m o n t h s 
ope ra t i on . 

• Repeal of M o t o r T r a f f i c Regu la t i on 8 0 C . For m a n y years heavy vehicles were p ro ­

h i b i t e d f r o m us ing cer ta in sect ions o f h i ghways app roach ing Sydney be tween 3 p .m . 

and 7 p .m. o n Sundays a n d the last day o f pub l i c ho l i day weekends . Since the i n t r o d ­

u c t i o n of the Regu la t ion the s tandard and c o n d i t i o n o f the roads have vast ly i m p r o v e d 

as have heavy vehic le design and pe r f o rmance . In v i ew o f th is the Regu la t ion was 

repealed on 2 5 t h March, 1983 . Deve lopments were rev iewed af ter a p e r i o d o f six 

m o n t h s at w h i c h t i m e the new arrangements were f o u n d t o be w o r k i n g sa t i s fac to r i l y . 

• I t i ne ran t M o b i l e Street V e n d i n g Vehic les . In co -ope ra t i on w i t h the A u t h o r i t y , the 

Depa r tmen t of Local G o v e r n m e n t has p roposed am endm en ts t o Ord inance 3 0 of the 

Local Gove rnmen t A c t w h i c h w i l l p r o h i b i t street vend ing vehic le opera t ions unless 

l icensed t o d o so. The l icence so issued mus t prescr ibe the area o f ope ra t i on and be 

c o n d i t i o n a l t ha t the vehic le d isplay " C a u t i o n C h i l d r e n " signs on the f r o n t and rear. 

• S ta tewide A p p l i c a t i o n of the M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a f f i c A c t , 1 9 0 0 . Inconsistencies have 

been iden t i f i ed between prov is ions o f the M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a f f i c A c t , w h i c h covers 

the Sydney , Newcast le and W o l l o n g o n g T ranspo r t D is t r i c ts , and Ord inance 34 under 

the Local G o v e r n m e n t A c t , 1919 , w h i c h c o n t r o l s the m o v e m e n t o f pedestr ians, 

b icyc les and o ther n o n - m o t o r i s e d t r a f f i c on pub l i c streets t h r o u g h o u t the State. 

Consequent ly , the A u t h o r i t y has sough t repeal o f ce r ta in sect ions o f the Ord inance 

and app l i ca t i on o f the M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a f f i c A c t s ta tew ide . 

In a d d i t i o n , the A u t h o r i t y has sought am endm en ts t o Ord inances 3 0 D and 34 under 

the Local G o v e r n m e n t A c t , t o a l l ow emergency vehicles and heavy vehicles t o use 

l igh t t ra f f i c tho rough fa res in order t o gain access t o the i r des t ina t ions . 

The then Min is ters f o r T ranspo r t and Local G o v e r n m e n t have agreed in p r i nc ip le t o 

the proposal , w h i c h w i l l b r i ng the c o n t r o l o f mo to r i sed and n o n - m o t o r i s e d vehicu lar 

t r a f f i c under the one set o f regu la t ions . Discussions are st i l l p roceed ing be tween the 

T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y and the D e p a r t m e n t o f Local G o v e r n m e n t t o f ina l ise th is . 

• Removal of Damaged Vehic les. Acc iden ts f r o m t ime t o t i m e have caused severe dis­

r u p t i o n t o t ra f f i c on the Sydney Ha rbou r Br idge and on o the r p r inc ipa l ar ter ia l roads. 
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Because o f th is the A u t h o r i t y has r e c o m m e n d e d legis lat ion f o r the speedy remova l by 

Police o f damaged vehicles f r o m ar ter ia l roads af ter acc idents t o reduce the subse­

quen t conges t ion q u i c k l y . 

• Pel ican Crossings. A f t e r a long pe r iod o f deve lopmen t and e x p e r i m e n t a t i o n in the 
U n i t e d K i n g d o m , the pel ican crossing is n o w general ly accepted as being m u c h safer 
f o r pedestr ians than the zebra crossing. T h e pel ican crossing has a less d is rup t i ve e f fec t 
on t r a f f i c m o v e m e n t as de lay t o vehicular t ra f f i c is reduced , pa r t i cu la r l y w h e n pef-
est r ian numbers are l o w . I t has the n o r m a l green, amber , red sequence for vehicular 
t r a f f i c , bu t w h e n the pedestr ian " w a l k " pe r i od has f i n i shed and the f lash ing " d o n ' t 
w a l k " has c o m m e n c e d , the t r a f f i c signals sw i t ch t o f lashing green. A vehic le may pro­
ceed on a f lash ing green if there is n o pedestr ian on its side o f the crossing. The signals 
t o pedestr ians are ident ica l t o those n o w in ope ra t i on at f u l l y signal ised crossings 
excep t t h a t the f lashing red s tand ing f igure is rep laced by the green f lash ing w a l k i n g 
f igu re . The mean ing o f these t w o signals is the same bu t the symbo ls used are d i f fer ­
ent t o r e m i n d pedestr ians o f the t y p e o f crossing they are us ing. 

T h e A u t h o r i t y has r s c o m m e n d e d changes t o the Regula t ions t o a l l o w the imp lemen t ­
a t i o n o f the scheme. 

• Ch i ld ren 's Crossings Scheme. The A u t h o r i t y is concerned a b o u t the safety o f school 

ch i l d ren and the need t o p rov ide special pedestr ian crossing fac i l i t ies at or in the vic­

i n i t y o f schools. The re are m a n y loca t ions where zebra crossings are i napp rop r i a te 

because o f the i r i n f r e q u e n t use. 

Ch i ld ren 's crossings are su i tab le o n l y on l i gh t l y t r a f f i c k e d streets in the v i c i n i t y o f 

schools and opera te pa r t - t ime o n l y . A c c o r d i n g l y , t hey have been designed t o be con­

sp icuous o n l y w h e n in ope ra t i on by u t i l i s ing " C h i l d r e n Cross ing " flags hung on posts 

at s t op lines m a r k e d on the road pavement . The actua l crossing w i l l also be de l inea ted 

by posts at each ke rb . 

The Ch i ld ren 's Crossings w o u l d have legal s igni f icance o n l y w h e n the flags are dis­

p layed . When d i sp layed , dr ivers mus t s t op f o r pedestr ians at the s top l ine and proceed 

o n l y a f ter the crossing is c o m p l e t e l y clear. 

The A u t h o r i t y has r e c o m m e n d e d changes t o the regu la t ions t o a l l ow the i m p l e m e n t a t ­

ion o f the scheme. 

State Environmental Planning Policy: 

Traffic Generating Developments 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n t and Planning in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y 
and loca l gove rnmen t agencies is c u r r e n t l y deve lop ing new consu l t a t i on procedures f o r 
land use deve lopments k n o w n t o have m e d i u m t o h igh t r a f f i c impac ts . A State Env i ron ­
men ta l P lann ing Po l icy w h i c h w i l l give e f fec t t o these n e w procedures is designed t o rect­
i f y anomal ies and d i f ferences in c o n s u l t a t i o n prov is ions c o n t a i n e d in ex is t ing p l ann ing 
i ns t rumen ts , ensure t h a t expe r t advice is sought and cons idered in the d e t e r m i n a t i o n 
o f ma jo r d e v e l o p m e n t app l i ca t ions and t o exped i te the processing of same. 

When gazet ted the Po l icy w i l l requi re the consent and d e t e r m i n i n g au thor i t i es t o s u b m i t 

cer ta in d e v e l o p m e n t app l i ca t ions t o the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y f o r advice on the t r a f f i c and 

safety imp l i ca t i ons o f the proposals and advice on suggested t r a f f i c management measures 

t o a c c o m m o d a t e the expec ted t r a f f i c e n v i r o n m e n t changes. 

In l ine w i t h the A u t h o r i t y ' s co rpo ra te ob jec t i ve o f delegat ing dec is ion m a k i n g i t is pro­

posed t o establ ish a n u m b e r o f regional and local c o m m i t t e e s t o e f fec t the consu l t a t i on 

requ i rements o f the Po l i cy . 
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Resources 

I n ca r r y i ng o u t its responsib i l i t ies the A u t h o r i t y has avai lable t o i t the fac i l i t ies and staf f 

of its member organisat ions a n d o the r bodies. 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f M a i n Roads is the A u t h o r i t y ' s p r inc ipa l opera t ions and c o n s t r u c t i o n 

agency. In accordance w i t h the A u t h o r i t y ' s po l ic ies, i t has delegated t o the Commiss ion ­

er f o r Ma in Roads the power t o au thor ise t r a f f i c f ac i l i t y devices on any pub l i c r oad 

t h r o u g h o u t the State. These powers are exerc ised by the Depa r tmen t ' s D iv is iona l Engin­

eers. 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f M o t o r T r a n s p o r t prov ides staf f , a c c o m m o d a t i o n and services f o r the 

A u t h o r i t y ' s Secretar ia t . I t acts in a consu l ta t i ve capac i t y on legislat ive and regu la to ry 

mat ters w h e n the A u t h o r i t y considers changes to t r a f f i c laws. 

The Pol ice Depa r tmen t . A l l decisions on t r a f f i c c o n t r o l mus t have regard to the need fo r 

the p rac t i ca l i t y o f law en fo r cem en t . The Commiss ioner o f Pol ice has respons ib i l i t y for 

en fo r c i ng t r a f f i c laws and regula t ions. 

The Local G o v e r n m e n t A u t h o r i t i e s . The T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y has delegated t o Counc i l s the 

power t o au thor ise m i n o r t ra f f i c fac i l i t ies o n loca l roads (o ther t han ma in and secondary 

roads). It has also delegated powers t o Counc i ls t o consent t o the c losure o f local roads 

and i n s t i t u t e l igh t t r a f f i c tho rough fa res whe re these are seen t o be in the pub l i c in te res t , 

and p rov i ded that the A u t h o r i t y ' s gu idel ines are f o l l o w e d . 

The T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar iat . The A u t h o r i t y ma in ta ins a Secretar iat w h i c h provides 

techn ica l adv ice , conduc ts research and gives admin i s t ra t i ve suppo r t . 

The Secretar iat compr i ses : 

• an A d m i n i s t r a t i v e U n i t p r o v i d i n g management services t o the A u t h o r i t y . 

• a Po l icy Deve lopmen t U n i t g i v ing technica l service in the areas o f p o l i c y deve lopmen t 
and p rog ramme i m p l e m e n t a t i o n . 

• a T ra f f i c A c c i d e n t Research U n i t w h i c h suppl ies research-based advice o n t r a f f i c 
mat te rs . It p rov ides a data base o f crash deta i ls , conduc t s research i n t o t r a f f i c safety 
mat te rs , develops t ra f f i c safety i n f o r m a t i o n p rogrammes and prov ides t ra f f i c crash 
stat ist ics. 

• an I n f o r m a t i o n U n i t w h i c h provides resource i n f o r m a t i o n t o the A u t h o r i t y ' s p l a n n i n g , 

techn ica l and research areas f r o m the techn ica l l i b ra ry i t ma in ta ins . The U n i t also p ro ­

vides t r a f f i c safety i n f o r m a t i o n t o the pub l i c and assists o the r organisat ions p r o d u c i n g 

t ra f f i c safety mate r ia l . 

• a Publ ic Relat ions U n i t w h i c h p romo tes the A u t h o r i t y ' s v i e w p o i n t and decisions o n 

t ra f f i c mat ters . 

Committee Structure 

The A u t h o r i t y meets regu lar ly t o de te rm ine po l ic ies , p r io r i t i es and p rogrammes. I t deals 

w i t h mat te rs s u b m i t t e d t h r o u g h its s u p p o r t i n g c o m m i t t e e s t ruc tu re , its Secretar iat and 

m e m b e r organisat ions and w i t h o ther mat ters re fe r red d i r ec t l y t o i t by organisat ions and 

the pub l i c . 

To assist in i ts de l ibera t ions the A u t h o r i t y ma in ta ins a n u m b e r o f pe rmanen t c o m m i t t e e s 
as f o l l o w s . 

A Pr inc ipa l Adv i so r y C o m m i t t e e prov ides the m a j o r i n p u t t o the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y w i t h 

advice and r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s on mat te rs such as p o l i c y , c o r p o r a t e p l a n n i n g , ob jec t ives 

and w o r k p rogrammes. The C o m m i t t e e also considers and makes r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s o n a 

w i d e range o f mat te rs p r i o r t o cons ide ra t i on by the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y . The C o m m i t t e e 

b r o a d l y overs ights the act iv i t ies o f the D e v e l o p m e n t , Techn ica l and T r a f f i c Safety Com­

mi t tees . Twe lve meet ings were c o n d u c t e d d u r i n g the year. 
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The T r a f f i c Safety C o m m i t t e e prov ides a f o r u m fo r discussion on the m a n y facets o f 

t r a f f i c safety and provides a means o f c o - o r d i n a t i n g the t r a f f i c sa fe ty - re la ted act iv i t ies o f 

the Hea l th , E d u c a t i o n and Jud ic ia l A u t h o r i t i e s w i t h those o f the T ranspo r t , Roads and 

Police admin i s t ra t i ons . N ine meet ings were c o n d u c t e d d u r i n g the year. 

The Techn ica l C o m m i t t e e advises and assists the A u t h o r i t y on the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f 
major t r a f f i c managemen t schemes, po l i c y changes, regu la to ry changes, e x a m i n a t i o n o f 
var ious mat te rs i nvo l v ing ope ra t i on and sa fe ty , and adjud icates on appeal cases where 
agreement c a n n o t be reached at Local T r a f f i c C o m m i t t e e level. S ix teen meet ings were 
c o n d u c t e d du r ing the year. 

The D e v e l o p m e n t C o m m i t t e e is a S tand ing C o m m i t t e e o f the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y and 

under the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t has delegated powers . The l ine o f c o m m u n i c a t i o n is 

be tween t h e Deve lopmen t C o m m i t t e e and the Pr inc ipa l A d v i s o r y C o m m i t t e e w h i c h 

m i g h t request repor ts and o ther advice on any ma t te r and w h i c h also deals w i t h c o n ­

ten t i ous mat ters re fe r red t o i t . 

The C o m m i t t e e gives advice t o Consent A u t h o r i t i e s , general ly Counc i l s , regard ing land 

and b u i l d i n g deve lopment proposals t h a t w i l l generate t r a f f i c . Genera l l y , o n l y mat ters 

o f a m a j o r na ture are re fe r red to the Deve lopmen t C o m m i t t e e f o r c o m m e n t . M i n o r 

mat ters are dea l t w i t h by Counc i l s ' Local T r a f f i c Commi t t ees . 

T h e C o m m i t t e e also considers pa rk ing s ta t i on proposals , f o r w h i c h the Local Govern­

men t A c t requires Counc i ls t o o b t a i n T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y concur rence . T w e n t y seven 

meet ings were c o n d u c t e d d u r i n g the year. A p p e n d i x 3 gives the types and response t imes 

fo r app l i ca t ions t o the C o m m i t t e e . 

The c o m p o s i t i o n o f the fo rego ing Commi t t ees is shown in A p p e n d i x 2. 

The Department of Main Roads 
The D e p a r t m e n t handles day t o day opera t iona l t r a f f i c mat te rs on the A u t h o r i t y ' s behal f . 

The task o f admin i s te r i ng the annual w o r k s p r o g r a m m e has been delegated t o i t . The 

D e p a r t m e n t prepares a de ta i led annua l p rog ramme o f w o r k s f o r the A u t h o r i t y ' s approva l 

and imp lemen ts the app roved w o r k s using Depa r tmen ta l forces, con t rac to rs and Counc i l 

resources. 

The A u t h o r i t y is pa r t i cu la r l y i ndeb ted t o the D e p a r t m e n t of Ma in Roads and i ts o f f i ce rs 
f o r t h e successful c o m p l e t i o n o f these programmes and fo r the main tenance and operat ­
ion o f t r a f f i c fac i l i t ies t h r o u g h o u t the State. T h e scale o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s p rog ramme and 
the Depa r tmen t ' s ac t iv i t ies m a y be judged by the stat ist ics given in A p p e n d i x 5 o f th is 
repo r t . The w o r k s unde r t aken are diverse and range f r o m the prov is ion o f signs and road-
mark ings in r e m o t e areas o f the State to the i m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f soph is t i ca ted t ra f f i c 
management and survei l lance schemes o n the Sydney Ha rbou r Br idge. 

In p repar ing t h e w o r k s p r o g r a m m e , f i r s t p r i o r i t y is given t o m a i n t a i n i n g the fac i l i t ies the 

A u t h o r i t y has a l ready p r o v i d e d . Ma in tenance act iv i t ies are cons idered t o be m o s t i m p o r t ­

an t hav ing regard t o the h igh benef i t -cos t rat ings associated w i t h signs, road mark ings and 

t r a f f i c signals. 

D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads ' s taf f u n d e r t o o k al l r ou t i ne ma in tenance and emergency re­

pair w o r k o f t r a f f i c fac i l i t ies i n c l u d i n g t r a f f i c signals in the Sydney , W o l l o n g o n g and New­

castle areas. In o the r areas, t r a f f i c signal ma in tenance was carr ied o u t by the local e lect­

r i c i t y supp l y a u t h o r i t y w h i l e ma in tenance o f o the r t r a f f i c fac i l i t ies was unde r t aken by 

Depa r tmen ta l s taf f or by the local Counc i l wh ichever was m u t a l l y conven ien t . 

The D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads re -marked a p p r o x i m a t e l y 7 6 , 0 0 0 k m of l ong i t ud i na l 

t r a f f i c l ines on c lassi f ied roads. Raised pavement markers c o n t i n u e d t o be used t o aug­

m e n t pa in ted l ines and t o s imu la te t r a f f i c l ines o n f reeways. A p p r o x i m a t e l y 194 ,000 

square metres o f transverse l i ne , f o o t crossings and road symbo ls were m a r k e d or re­

m a r k e d d u r i n g the year. 

A b o u t 3 4 , 0 0 0 rep lacement signs were p rov i ded d u r i n g the year. The ins ta l l a t i on and 

ma in tenance w o r k on regu la to ry signs in the S y d n e y , Newcast le and Wo l l ongong areas is 

car r ied o u t by D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads ' s ta f f and in o the r areas the w o r k is p e r f o r m e d 

by t h e D e p a r t m e n t o r Counc i l depend ing u p o n local a r rangements . 



Funds rema in ing af ter ma in tenance needs have been me t are devo ted t o n e w w o r k s 

accord ing t o the A u t h o r i t y ' s p r io r i t ies and in a manner w h i c h f i r s t l y ensures an equ i tab le 

spread o f w o r k s across the State and second ly , comp l ies w i t h f iscal restraints f o r the 

app l i ca t i on o f cer ta in f unds t o speci f ic areas. Sub jec t t o these requ i remen ts , w o r k s are 

selected w h i c h have the po ten t i a l t o p rov ide the h ighest benef i t t o cost ra t i o . 

Local Traffic Committees 
In keep ing w i t h i ts overal l s t rategy o f de legat ion a n d decent ra l i sa t ion o f dec is ion -mak ing 

t o the loca l level , the A u t h o r i t y f r o m its i n c e p t i o n delegated to Counc i ls powers re la t ing 

to the p rov i s i on o f cer ta in t ra f f i c fac i l i t ies . These powers are exerc ised by Counc i ls 

f o l l o w i n g proposals made by Local T r a f f i c C o m m i t t e e s w h i c h compr ise representat ives o f 

the D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads, C o u n c i l , Pol ice and the local Member o f Par l i amen t . 

I m p l e m e n t a t i o n o f any proposa l was o r i g i na l l y c o n d i t i o n a l on its agreement by the De­

p a r t m e n t o f Main Roads and Police members . However , in v iew o f the represen ta t ion o f 

b o t h o f these depa r tmen ts o n Local T r a f f i c C o m m i t t e e s , the g r o w i n g exper ience o f 

Counc i l s in t r a f f i c management and t o s i m p l i f y the dec is ion m a k i n g process in respect t o 

the ins ta l l a t i on o f t r a f f i c c o n t r o l signs and l ine mark ings , the A u t h o r i t y has n o w var ied 

the delegated powers o f Counc i ls . 

C o n d i t i o n a l u p o n the advice f r o m the Local T ra f f i c C o m m i t t e e be ing a m a j o r i t y v iew o f 

its members , Counc i ls may n o w p u t the i r decisions i n t o e f fec t w i t h o u t seeking f u r t h e r 

concur rence f r o m the D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads and the Police Depa r tmen t . 

The Local G o v e r n m e n t Assoc ia t ion surveyed and i nv i t ed c o m m e n t f r o m Counc i ls on the 

effect iveness o f Local T r a f f i c Commi t tees . The latest survey shows that the m a j o r i t y o f 

Counc i l s , 85%, repo r ted t ha t Local T ra f f i c C o m m i t t e e s are ope ra t i ng successfu l ly . 

Community Contribution and External Guidance 
The d ivers i ty o f interests and exper t ise o f ind iv idua ls c o m p r i s i n g the A u t h o r i t y toge ther 

w i t h t ha t o f persons invo lved in the A u t h o r i t y ' s f o r m a l and ad hoc c o m m i t t e e s t ruc tu re 

encompasses a b road sect ion o f the pub l i c ' s interests. 

Such a w ide base o f p a r t i c i p a t i o n ensures an awareness o f issues and an i n p u t b e y o n d 

t h a t avai lable f r o m t r a d i t i o n a l t r anspo r t adm in i s t r a t i ons . 

T h e A u t h o r i t y has avai lable t o its dec is ion -mak ing process exper t ise or o p i n i o n f r o m 
i n d u s t r y , un ions , Local G o v e r n m e n t , e d u c a t i o n , med i c i ne , pub l i c hea l t h , c o m m u n i t y 
and m o t o r i n g organ isat ions, the Jud ic ia ry and f r o m a var ie ty o f academic a n d techn ica l 
d isc ip l ines. I t ma in ta ins close l ia ison w i t h o the r organisat ions and this prov ides the 
A u t h o r i t y w i t h t h e con tac t i t requires t o respond t o c o m m u n i t y needs and t o changes in 
social a t t i t udes and t o ma in ta i n a c o n t i n u i n g awareness o f techn ica l i nnova t ions . Part­
icular value in th is respect is o b t a i n e d t h r o u g h t h e Local T r a f f i c C o m m i t t e e s t r uc tu re 
and f r o m the F o r u m of Road Safety Commi t t ees . 

In deve lopmen t o f its guidel ines the A u t h o r i t y encourages f o r m a t i o n o f special c o m ­

mi t tees t o a l l o w p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f app rop r ia te in terested part ies t o o b t a i n the i r v iews 

before f i na l po l ic ies are d e t e r m i n e d . 

Where par t i cu la r mat ters are o f loca l concern t h e c o m m u n i t y is encouraged to place 

the i r v iews before Local T r a f f i c C o m m i t t e e s . 

Secretariat Operations 
The Secretar iat prov ides admin i s t ra t i ve and secretar ial assistance t o the A u t h o r i t y and i ts 

c o m m i t t e e s t ruc tu re . 

Du r i ng the year under rev iew some 4 4 0 7 i tems o f cor respondence were received by the 

A u t h o r i t y e i ther d i r ec t l y or by representa t ions made t h r o u g h Members of Par l iament . 

Th is represented a cons iderab le increase on the 2 2 0 0 i tems received and deal t w i t h by 
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the Secretar iat in 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 . Of those i t ems , 1241 were received via the M in is t r y o f 

T ranspo r t (500 in 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 ) , the remainder be ing received f r o m the p u b l i c , G o v e r n m e n t 

Depar tmen ts , Counc i l s and o the r organ isat ions. 

O ther admin i s t ra t i ve w o r k fo r the Secretar ia t inc ludes the p repa ra t i on o f agendas, bus­

iness papers, m inu tes and cor respondence ar is ing f r o m meet ings o f the A u t h o r i t y , its 

s tanding c o m m i t t e e s and its ad hoc c o m m i t t e e s . 

Th is year such w o r k invo lved 12 meet ings o f t h e A u t h o r i t y and 6 4 meet ings o f its stand­
ing c o m m i t t e e s . 

The f o l l o w i n g f igures i l lus t ra te t h e scale o f w o r k i nvo l ved in a t t e n d i n g t o the needs of the 

s tand ing c o m m i t t e e s . 

C o m m i t t e e Meet ings Mat te r Discussed 

Pr inc ipal Adv i so r y 12 97 

Deve lopmen t 27 3 8 4 

Technica l 16 156 

T ra f f i c Safety 9 6 4 

The Secretar iat also p rov i ded adm in i s t r a t i ve assistance, advice or representa t ion t o some 

6 5 externa l c o m m i t t e e s or w o r k i n g part ies w i t h w h i c h the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y is associated. 

T o bet ter i d e n t i f y areas o f pub l i c concern a b o u t t r a f f i c safety mat ters the Secretar iat 

has recent ly begun t o m a i n t a i n stat ist ics o f suggestions pu t f o r w a r d by the pub l i c . 

Wh i le the b u l k o f co r respondence does n o t con ta i n speci f ic c r i t i c i sms, the nature o f 

the suggestions can o f t e n i m p l y a d issat is fac t ion w i t h ex is t ing procedures or arrange­

ments . 

Dur ing June 1 9 8 4 , some 150 such let ters in w h i c h members o f the c o m m u n i t y pu t 

f o r w a r d the i r v iews o n one or several t r a f f i c issues were received. Set o u t be low are 

the major t op i cs and the t o t a l n u m b e r o f t imes each t o p i c was raised. 

T o p i c N u m b e r o f t imes m e n t i o n e d 

Road t r a f f i c crash measures re la ted t o : 

• Educa t i on 3 0 

• Road C o n s t r u c t i o n 20 
• Leg is la t ion o r Regu la t ion 34 

• E n f o r c e m e n t 54 
• T r a f f i c Speed 31 

• Visual T r a f f i c Con t ro l s 3 2 
• Dr iver L icensing or T r a i n i n g 

- tes t ing 2 0 

- o t h e r 2 9 
• D r i v i ng pract ices 22 
• O ther 43 

D u r i n g the year the O f f i ce o f the O m b u d s m a n requ i red the Secretar ia t t o prov ide 

i n f o r m a t i o n o n f o u r mat ters raised b y the pub l i c . In each instance the c i rcumstances 

were repo r ted t o the O m b u d s m a n ' s O f f i c e w i t h o u t ac t i on ensu ing. 
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Training and Development 

Staff 

In o rder to p rov ide the A u t h o r i t y w i t h techn ica l adv ice , research know ledge and a d m i n ­

is t ra t ive suppor t i t e m p l o y s people f r o m a n u m b e r o f d isc ip l ines. 

The Secretar iat 's t o ta l s taf f es tab l ishment embraces the f o l l o w i n g f u n c t i o n s : 

• D i rec to ra te 4 

• A d m i n i s t r a t i v e 6 0 

( inc lud ing Pub l ic Re la t ions , 

I n f o r m a t i o n and L i b r a r y 

Services) 

• Data Cod ing and Analys is 31 

• Po l icy Deve lopmen t 14 

• Behavioural 18 

• Engineer ing and Medica l 15 

142 

The Secretar iat 's staf f t o t a l l ed 121 at the close o f t h e repo r t year w i t h a n u m b e r o f vac­

ancies t o be f i l l e d . T h e reduced numbers have me t the increased adm in i s t r a t i ve , research 

a n d p lann ing w o r k by ca r r y i ng ex t ra w o r k loads. A c t i o n is be ing taken t o f i l l some vac­

ancies t o re establ ish m o r e e f f i c i en t staf f levels. 

The p a r t i c i p a t i o n o f a n u m b e r o f s ta f f i n a w ide spec t rum of ex te rna l seminars , confer ­

ences and w o r k i n g groups o n t r a f f i c managemen t and t r a f f i c safety re la ted subjects has 

enhanced the i r ef fect iveness and at the same t ime has e x t e n d e d the in f luence and aware­

ness o f the A u t h o r i t y . 

In add i t i on a b o u t 8 5 employees have avai led themselves o f o p p o r t u n i t i e s presented by 

t r a i n i ng seminars m o s t l y c o n d u c t e d in-house by the A u t h o r i t y ' s Secretar iat and the 

Depar tmen t o f M o t o r T ranspo r t . 

The courses have embraced subjects , such as, techn ica l r epo r t w r i t i n g , local area t r a f f i c 

management , c o m m u n i c a t i o n ski l ls and i m p r o v i n g managemen t ski l ls . The course o n 

c o m m u n i c a t i o n ski l ls c o n d u c t e d by the D e p a r t m e n t o f Techn ica l and Fu r the r Educa t i on 

( T A F E ) at the D e p a r t m e n t o f M o t o r T ranspo r t , was a t tended by 50 o f the staf f and has 

had benef ic ia l resul ts. 

Staff of the Traffic Authority's Secretariat are seen here surveying vehicle occupant seat belt wearing 
habits on a busy arterial road (Photograph Courtesy News Ltd). 
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Local Government Engineers and Planners 

A course descr ibed as " M a n a g i n g Local T r a f f i c and the E n v i r o n m e n t " was establ ished by 

the A u t h o r i t y in c o n j u n c t i o n w i t h the Un ivers i t y o f N.S.W. t o s t reng then the p lann ing 

and managemen t ski l ls avai lable to Counc i l s . The course p rov i ded C o u n c i l engineers and 

planners w i t h an apprec ia t i on o f and t r a i n i ng in the e lements o f t r anspo r t and env i ron ­

m e n t management so tha t Counc i ls c o u l d be bet te r equ ipped t o meet c o m m u n i t y aspirat­

ions. 

T h i r t y f i ve Counc i l engineers and planners a t t e n d e d the intensive t en day pe r iod o f s t u d y 

and prac t i ce . The emphasis was o n the tac t i ca l s o l u t i o n o f day- to -day p rob lems w i t h i n 

the present legislat ive and admin i s t ra t i ve f r a m e w o r k . The course concen t ra ted on pract­

ical ra ther t h a n theore t i ca l t ra in ing and c u l m i n a t e d in a w o r k s h o p in w h i c h smal l groups 

each deve loped a local area scheme. 

The overa l l responses o f par t i c ipants i nd i ca ted tha t the course was successful and m e t an 

i m p o r t a n t need . The i r responses also suggested t h a t o the r engineers and p lanners w o u l d 

be l i ke l y t o a t t e n d the course i f the o p p o r t u n i t y was p r o v i d e d . 

Fur ther courses are p lanned d u r i n g 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 , w i t h p a r t i c i p a t i o n be ing ex tended t o Police 

and D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads ' personnel i nvo l ved in local area t r a f f i c management in 

a d d i t i o n t o those f r o m Local G o v e r n m e n t . 

Public Relations and 
Community Participation 
In the p r o m o t i o n o f t r a f f i c safety measures, i nc lud ing the p rov is ion of a safer t r a f f i c 

e n v i r o n m e n t f o r road users, the A u t h o r i t y generates c o m m u n i t y awareness o f i ts ac t iv i t ­

ies t h r o u g h d i s t r i b u t i o n o f med ia announcements , leaf lets, b rochures , posters, guidel ines 

and repor ts . I t also e m p l o y s f i e ld o f f i ce rs t o convey educa t iona l i n f o r m a t i o n t o c o m m o n 

interest groups and ut i l ises day- to -day o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r o f f i ce rs o f Counc i ls and the 

Depa r tmen t o f Ma in Roads t o convey an unders tand ing o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s f u n c t i o n s , 

pa r t i cu la r l y mat ters at local level . 

Du r i ng the year under rev iew the A u t h o r i t y c o n t i n u e d t o release m o n t h l y media bu l le t ins 

p rov id i ng detai ls o f road crash fa ta l i t ies on a local gove rnmen t area basis. The bu l le t ins 

a t t rac ted Sta te-wide med ia interest . 

The' A u t h o r i t y publ ishes discussion papers, research repor ts and guidel ines w h i c h re f lec t 
the A u t h o r i t y ' s pol ic ies o n a var ie ty o f top ics . Some o f the more i m p o r t a n t t i t les are: 

— T r a f f i c Genera t ing Deve lopments 

— M e t r o p o l i t a n Park ing Po l icy and Guidel ines 

— Guidel ines f o r Resident Park ing Schemes 

— Func t i ona l C lass i f ica t ion o f Roads 

— Park ing f o r the Disabled 

— B icyc le P lann ing 

— Provis ional Guide l ines f o r Local Area T r a f f i c Management 

— Provis ional Guide l ines for Tree P lant ing on Urban Roads 

Du r i ng the year under rev iew the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y pub l i shed and d i s t r i bu ted the f o l l o w ­

ing ma jo r p u b l i c a t i o n s : 

" M o t o r c y c l i s t s ' In jur ies and I n j u r y Sources f r o m T w o On-site S tud ies . " 

M . G r i f f i t h s ( T A R U Research Repor t 1 /83) . 

" A c c i d e n t s Invo lv ing Road Tankers w i t h F l a m m a b l e L o a d s , " 

M . G r i f f i t h s and D. L ink la te r ( T A R U Research R e p o r t 1 /84) . 

" T h e Be A w a r e o f B ike Riders B o o k " . 



" R o a d Tra f f i c Crashes in New Sou th Wales: Stat is t ica l S ta temen t Year ended 31st 
December , 1 9 8 3 " . 

Du r i ng the year an i n f o r m a t i o n b rochure p r o d u c e d by the A u t h o r i t y and the N . R . M . A . 

on t o w i n g caravans and boat trai lers was w i d e l y d i s t r i b u t e d . A leaf let a b o u t shared zones 

was prepared. "Sp i ke ' s Bike B o o k s " were r e p r i n t e d as were pamph le ts on the use o f 

r o u n d a b o u t s . Other mater ia l d i s t r i b u t e d i nc luded a range of t ra f f i c safety pub l i ca t i ons 

p r o d u c e d by the Aus t ra l i an O f f i c e o f Road Safety w i t h the assistance of the A u t h o r i t y 

and the road safety au thor i t i es o f o the r States and Ter r i t o r ies . 

The A u t h o r i t y is s i tua ted at 56 -58 Ro thsch i l d Avenue . Rosebery , its postal address is 

Box 110 P.O.. Rosebery. 2 0 1 8 and Te lephone N u m b e r (02) 6 6 3 8 2 2 2 . 

T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y pub l i ca t i ons are avai lable on request. 

The seventh r epo r t o f the Par l iamentary Publ ic A c c o u n t s C o m m i t t e e en t i t l ed " R e p o r t on 

the A c c o u n t i n g and Repo r t i ng Requ i rements fo r S t a t u t o r y A u t h o r i t i e s " made several 

s ign i f i can t r ecommenda t i ons a imed at i m p r o v i n g the level o f respons ib i l i t y o f au tho r i t i es 

t o Par l iament and enhanc ing the i r e f f i c i ency and ef fect iveness. One o f i ts ma jo r recom­

menda t i ons was the enac tmen t o f an A n n u a l Repor ts A c t spec i fy ing the r e p o r t i n g and 

a c c o u n t i n g requ i rements f o r s t a t u t o r y bodies. 

Wh i le the A c t has n o t yet come i n t o e f fec t , th is Repor t has been s t r uc tu red t o f o l l o w , 

where possible, a f o r m a t f o reshadowed by the Pub l ic A c c o u n t s C o m m i t t e e . In so d o i n g , 

a t t e m p t s have been made to inc lude pe r fo rmance measures or ind ica to rs t o present a 

bet ter unders tand ing o f the A u t h o r i t y ' s ac t iv i t ies . Measures are be ing deve loped t o p r o 

v ide fo r u n i f o r m r e p o r t i n g procedures in f u t u r e years for b o t h f inanc ia l and non- f i nanc ia l 

i n f o r m a t i o n . For instance a system fo r p r o g r a m m e budge t ing is be ing deve loped and 

a t t e n t i o n is being given t o deve lop ing be t te r ways o f eva lua t ing the ef fect iveness o f the 

A u t h o r i t y ' s act iv i t ies and r e p o r t i n g the results. 
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J.W. Davies, I.S.O., B.E c . F.C. l .T . . 

Commiss ioner for M o t o r T ranspo r t N.S.W., 

Box 110 P.O., Rosebery . 2 0 1 8 

Telephone (02) 6 6 2 5 5 5 5 

T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y S E C R E T A R I A T 

Box 110 P.O., Rosebery 2 0 1 8 

56 -58 Ro thsch i l d Avenue , Rosebery . 

Te lephone (02) 6 6 3 8 2 2 2 

D I R E C T O R H . L C a m k i n . B.E., D i p . T & C P . , M . I .E . A u s t , F.C. l .T. 

D E P U T Y D I R E C T O R B.J. Hazel , B.E. . M.S.C.E. . M . I .E . A u s t , M . I .T .E . 

S P E C I A L C O N S U L T A N T O N 

T R A F F I C S A F E T Y D.C. He rbe r t , B.Sc. (Eng . ) .M . I .E . A u s t . 

S E C R E T A R Y W . A . L e v i t t , F .A.S.A. , C P . A . , F .C. l .T . 

D E P A R T M E N T O F M A I N R O A D S 

T r a f f i c Signal Faul ts and Emergency calls 

S y d n e y M e t r o p o l i t a n Area (02) 211 3 0 0 0 

D I V I S I O N A L O F F I C E S 

S y d n e y P.O. Box 5 1 , Mi lsons Po in t 2 0 6 1 , Te lephone 9 2 9 6 5 5 5 

Parramat ta P.O. Box 2 4 0 , Parramat ta 2 1 5 0 , Te lephone 6 3 3 0 8 8 8 

Cent ra l Moun ta ins 
( L i t h g o w ) 

P.O. Box 1 9 1 , L i t h g o w 2 7 9 0 . Te lephone (063) 51 3 3 5 6 

l l lawar ra 
(Wol longong) 

P.O. Box 1 7 5 3 , W o l l o n g o n g 2 5 0 0 . Te lephone (042 ) 2 9 3 7 1 1 

Hun te r Va l ley 
(Newcast le) 

P.O. Box 4 8 8 , Newcast le 2 3 0 0 , Te lephone (049) 26 1200 

Lowe r N o r t h Coast 
(Port Macquar ie) 

P.O. Box 147 , Por t Macquar ie 2 4 4 4 , Te lephone (065) 8 3 1144 

N o r t h e r n Eastern 
( G r a f t o n ) 

P.O. Box 5 7 6 , G r a f t o n 2 4 6 0 . Te lephone (066 ) 4 2 3 7 3 3 

M u r r a y / D a r l i n g 
(B roken Hi l l ) 

P.O. Box 6 8 0 , B roken Hi l l 2 8 8 0 , Te lephone (080) 8 8 1411 

Cent ra l Mur ray 
(Den i l i qu in ) 

P.O. Box 2 1 , D e n i l i q u i n 2 7 1 0 , Te lephone (058 ) 81 1005 

S o u t h Western 
(Wagga Wagga) 

P.O. Box 4 8 4 , Wagga Wagga 2 6 5 0 , Te lephone (069) 21 1 1 3 3 

Sou th Coast 
(Bega) 

P.O. Box 3 9 9 . Bega 2 5 5 0 , Te lephone (0649) 2 1 6 0 0 

Upper N o r t h e r n 
(Glen Innes) 

P.O. Box 58 , G len Innes 2 3 7 0 . Te lephone (067) 32 2 7 3 3 

N o r t h e r n Western 
( T a m w o r t h ) 

P.O. Box 530 . T a m w o r t h 2 3 4 0 , Te lephone (067 ) 6 6 5 3 2 2 

Cent ra l Western 
(Parkes) 

P.O. Box 3 3 4 , Parkes 2 8 7 0 , Te lephone (068 ) 6 2 1 244 

Cent ra l N o r t h e r n 
( B o u r k e ) " 

P.O. Box 4 8 9 , B o u r k e 2 8 4 0 , Te lephone (068 ) 72 2 6 1 1 

S o u t h e r n 
( G o u l b u r n ) 

P.O. Box 183 & 4 7 9 . G o u l b u r n 2 5 8 0 , 
Te lephone (048) 21 1133 
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T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y OF N E W S O U T H W A L E S 

T R A F F I C F A C I L I T I E S F U N D 

S T A T E M E N T OF B A L A N C E S AS A T T H E 3 0 T H J U N E , 1 9 8 4 

1 9 8 3 1 9 8 4 

$ C A P I T A L D E B T -

Loan Funds Prov ided by S t a t u t o r y A u t h o r i t i e s 

(Note 5 (i) ) 

s 

? .700 .000 Gove rnmen t Insurance Of f i ce o f N.S.W. 2 ,700 ,000 

- New Sou th Wales Treasury C o r p o r a t i o n 1 ,800 .000 

2 . 7 0 0 . 0 0 0 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 

F I X E D ASSETS -

1 1 2 . 8 1 6 
M o t o r Vehicles, O f f i ce F u r n i t u r e , 

Machines and E q u i p m e n t ( A t Cost) 119 .177 

I N V E S T M E N T S -

Reserves for Loan Repayments - ( A t Cost) 

(Note 5 ( i i ) ) 

2 1 7 . 1 0 0 N e w Sou th Wales Treasury C o r p o r a t i o n 4 3 2 , 7 0 0 

C U R R E N T A S S E T S -

2 .116 ,767 Cash held w i t h The Treasury , New S o u t h Wales 5 ,280 .686 

- Debtors 2 ,725 

2 ,116 ,767 5 ,283 .411 

2 , 4 4 6 , 6 8 3 

LESS - C U R R E N T L I A B I L I T I E S -

5 . 8 3 5 . 2 8 8 

- Credi tors 6 1 7 , 5 1 3 

2 .446 ,683 5 , 2 1 7 , 7 7 5 

< 2 5 3 , 3 1 7 > N E T M O N E T A R Y A S S E T ( L I A B I L I T Y ) 7 1 7 , 7 7 5 

The accompanying notes form part of these Accounts 

. J . H A N L 0 N , 

C H I E F A C C O U N T A N T , 

DEPARTMENT OF M A I N R O A D S . 

0 9 / 0 8 / 1 9 8 4 . 

P . A . B A L D I N G , 
C H I E F A C C O U N T A N T , 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR TRANSPORT 
0 9 / 0 8 / 1 9 8 4 . 
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TRAFFIC A U T H O R I T Y OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

TRAFFIC FACILITIES FUND (SPECIAL DEPOSITS ACCOUNT NO. 2662) 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL OPERATIONS FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30TH JUNE, 1984 

1 9 8 3 S O U R C E OF F U N D S 1 9 8 4 

$ S $ S 

C O N T R I B U T I O N S F R O M S T A T E S O U R C E S 

1 3 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 Road T ranspor t and T r a f f i c F u n d 17 ,261 .527 

5 7 5 , 0 0 0 Pub l ic Vehic les F u n d 6 4 0 , 0 0 0 

2 7 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 M o t o r Vehic les T a x a t i o n 3 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 

Road To l l s -

2 , 1 0 5 . 0 0 3 Sydney Harbour Br idge 2 ,158 ,304 

4 4 3 . 8 1 5 Berowra /Ca lga T o l l w a y 2 9 1 , 2 2 9 

2 1 2 , 7 1 5 Wa te r f a l l /Bu l l i T o l l w a y 2 6 3 , 5 0 6 

Conso l ida ted F u n d — 

2 0 1 , 7 3 0 C o n t r i b u t i o n towards b icyc le t ranspor t p ro jec t 103 ,042 

4 3 , 7 3 8 , 2 6 3 5 0 , 7 1 7 , 6 0 8 

C O N T R I B U T I O N S B Y C O M M O N W E A L T H 
G O V E R N M E N T 

2 .147 .881 C o n s t r u c t i o n and Ma in tenance 2 ,745 ,489 

3 7 , 5 0 0 T r a f f i c Safety Educa t i on 3 7 . 5 0 0 

2 .185 .381 2 ,782 .989 

4 5 , 9 2 3 . 6 4 4 53 ,500 ,597 

L O N G T E R M L O A N S 

1 .500.000 G o v e r n m e n t Insurance Of f i ce o f N.S.W. — 

- N e w Sou th Wales Treasury C o r p o r a t i o n 1 ,800 ,000 

1 ,500.000 1 ,800.000 1 ,500.000 

M I S C E L L A N E O U S 

1,800.000 

D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads — 

8 2 0 , 6 5 7 I ncome f r o m Services p rov i ded fo r Counc i ls and 1,253,057 

Other Bodies 

- In terest o n Investments 65 ,224 

2 2 , 5 7 5 S u n d r y Receipts 1 7 ,837 

8 4 3 , 2 3 2 1 ,336,118 

2 , 3 4 3 , 2 3 2 3 ,136 .118 

4 8 . 2 6 6 , 8 7 6 5 6 , 6 3 6 , 7 1 5 
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1 9 8 3 A P P L I C A T I O N O F F U N D S 1 9 8 4 

$ $ S S 

3 2 . 3 3 8 , 1 6 3 

D E P A R T M E N T O F M A I N R O A D S . T R A F F I C 

F A C I L I T I E S P R O G R A M M E 

Ma in tenance and Opera t ions 

(less costs recovered) 

R o a d m a r k i n g 

S ignpos t ing 

Signals 

Dr iver A i d Opera t ions 

13 ,287 ,417 

6 ,623 ,811 

1 2 , 7 0 5 , 0 7 0 

2 ,926 .057 

3 5 , 5 4 2 , 9 5 5 

9 , 0 9 5 , 2 5 9 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 

A c c i d e n t R e d u c t i o n at Black Spots 

A c c i d e n t R e d u c t i o n (o ther locat ions) 

In tersec t ion Signals 

In te rsec t ion R o u n d a b o u t s 

In te rsec t ion S ignpost ing and Channe l isa t ion 

Wide Area Signal C o - o r d i n a t i o n 

Schoo l Safety 

Pedestr ian Faci l i t ies 

Dr iver A i d Imp rovemen ts 

Sydney En te r t a i nm en t Cent re 

Cyc leways 

C o n t r i b u t o r y Works 

8 3 3 , 9 9 3 

2 . 4 2 2 , 9 6 2 

1.263,532 

1 ,678,209 

1 ,200,125 

1 .869,846 

543 ,291 

188 ,219 

5 0 5 , 6 3 7 

170 ,065 

3 2 3 , 0 6 9 

9 0 3 , 8 1 5 

11 ,902 ,763 

3 , 2 9 2 . 3 0 3 

193 ,200 

2 1 7 , 1 0 0 

7 8 , 2 5 0 

1 ,670,632 

5 .451 ,485 

T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y S E C R E T A R I A T 
A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 

Interest o n Loans 

S ink i ng F u n d C o n t r i b u t i o n s 
T ranspo r t P lann ing and Research 

T r a f f i c Safety Educa t i on and Research 

3 , 6 6 3 , 5 0 8 
514 ,421 
2 1 5 , 6 0 0 

82 .521 

2 ,165 ,816 

6 , 6 4 1 . 8 6 6 

4 6 , 8 8 4 , 9 0 7 5 4 , 0 8 7 , 5 8 4 

1 ,381 ,969 N E T I N C R E A S E IN M O N E T A R Y A S S E T S * 

• C O M P R I S E S -
Increase in Cash 
Increase in Debtors 

2 , 549 ,131 

1 .381,969 

N E T I N C R E A S E IN M O N E T A R Y A S S E T S * 

• C O M P R I S E S -
Increase in Cash 
Increase in Debtors 

3 . 1 6 3 , 9 1 9 

2 .725 

1 ,381 ,969 
LESS -
Increase in Cred i to rs 

3 ,166 ,644 

6 1 7 . 5 1 3 

1 ,381 ,969 2 ,549 ,131 

The accompanying notes form part of these accounts. 

. J . H A N L 0 N , 
C H I E F A C C O U N T A N T , 
DEPARTMENT OF M A I N R O A D S . 
0 9 / 0 8 / 1 9 8 4 . 

'0JLUA 
P . A . B A L D I N G , 
C H I E F A C C O U N T A N T , 
DEPARTMENT OF MOTOR 
0 9 / 0 8 / 1 9 8 4 . 

TRANSPORT . 
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T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y O F N E W S O U T H W A L E S 

C O M P A R I S O N O F A C T U A L R E S U L T S T O A N N U A L E S T I M A T E S 

Budget Estimates 
Year Ended 

30/6/84 

Actual 
Year Ended 

30/6/84 

Budget Estimates 
Year Ending 

30/6/85 

S S S 

R E V E N U E 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s f r o m State Sources 4 7 . 5 5 3 , 0 0 0 5 0 . 7 1 7 , 6 0 8 5 3 , 2 1 9 , 3 1 4 

C o n t r i b u t i o n s by C o m m o n w e a l t h Gove rnmen t 2 , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 2 ,782 .989 3 , 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 

L o n g T e r m Loans 1 .800,000 1 ,800 .000 1 ,800,000 

Services Prov ided fo r Counc i l s & O t h e r Bodies 3 5 0 , 0 0 0 1 .253.057 -
In terest on Investments - 6 5 , 2 2 4 -
Other Income — 17 ,837 

T O T A L R E V E N U E 5 2 , 5 0 3 , 0 0 0 5 6 , 6 3 6 , 7 1 5 5 8 . 1 1 9 , 3 1 4 

Cash he ld at The Treasury , N e w Sou th Wales 2 ,117 ,000 2 ,116 ,767 5 ,280 ,686 

E X P E N D I T U R E 
5 4 , 6 2 0 , 0 0 0 5 8 . 7 5 3 . 4 8 2 6 3 . 4 0 0 , 0 0 0 

E X P E N D I T U R E 

D E P A R T M E N T O F M A I N R O A D S -

T R A F F I C F A C I L I T I E S P R O G R A M M E 

Ma in tenance and Operat ions (less costs recovered) 3 5 , 9 2 0 , 2 3 3 3 5 , 5 4 2 , 9 5 5 3 9 , 7 0 0 , 0 0 0 

C o n s t r u c t i o n 12 ,049 ,767 11 .902 ,763 11 ,300 ,000 

T O T A L E X P E N D I T U R E -
D E P A R T M E N T O F M A I N R O A D S 4 7 . 9 7 0 , 0 0 0 4 7 , 4 4 5 , 7 1 8 5 1 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 

T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y S E C R E T A R I A T 

A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 4 , 4 3 8 , 0 9 2 4 , 3 9 3 . 5 2 9 5 . 5 2 1 . 0 0 0 

T ranspo r t Planning and Research 110 ,908 8 2 . 5 2 1 114 .000 

T r a f f i c Safety Educa t i on and Research 2 .101 ,000 2 ,165 .816 1 ,765 .000 

T O T A L E X P E N D I T U R E - T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y 

S E C R E T A R I A T 

S P E C I A L R O A D S A F E T Y P R O G R A M M E S 

T O T A L E X P E N D I T U R E 

T r a f f i c Faci l i t ies F u n d Balance 

6 , 6 5 0 , 0 0 0 6 , 6 4 1 . 8 6 6 7 .400 .000 

5 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0 

T O T A L E X P E N D I T U R E - T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y 

S E C R E T A R I A T 

S P E C I A L R O A D S A F E T Y P R O G R A M M E S 

T O T A L E X P E N D I T U R E 

T r a f f i c Faci l i t ies F u n d Balance 

5 4 . 6 2 0 . 0 0 0 5 4 , 0 8 7 , 5 8 4 

4 , 6 6 5 , 8 9 8 

6 3 , 4 0 0 . 0 0 0 

T O T A L E X P E N D I T U R E - T R A F F I C A U T H O R I T Y 

S E C R E T A R I A T 

S P E C I A L R O A D S A F E T Y P R O G R A M M E S 

T O T A L E X P E N D I T U R E 

T r a f f i c Faci l i t ies F u n d Balance 

5 4 , 6 2 0 , 0 0 0 5 8 , 7 5 3 , 4 8 2 6 3 . 4 0 0 . 0 0 0 
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Finance 

TRAFFIC AUTHORITY OP NEW SOOTH WALES 

AUDITOR-GENERAL 1 S CERTIFICATE 

The accounts of the Traffic Authority of New South Wales for the 
year ended 30 June, 1984, have been audited in accordance with Section 34 
of the Public Finance and Audit Act, 1983. 

In my opinion the accompanying statement of operations and 
statement of balances, read in conjunction with the notes thereto, comply 
with Section 41(4) of the Act and exhibit a true and fair view of the 
financial position at 30 June, 1984, and transactions for the year then 
ended. 

K. J . ROBSON, FASA CPA 

DEPUTY AUDITOR-GENERAL OF NEW SOUTH WALES 

SYDNEY, 
16 October, 1984 

Notes t o and F o r m i n g Part o f the A c c o u n t s o f the T r a f f i c Faci l i t ies F u n d fo r the 

Year Ended 3 0 t h June . 1984 

1. S ta temen t o f A c c o u n t i n g Pol icy 

These accounts have been prepared o n an h is to r ica l cost basis and in c o n f o r m i t y w i t h 

the a c c o u n t i n g standards j o i n t l y p r o m u l g a t e d by the Aus t ra l i an Soc ie ty o f A c c o u n t ­

ants and the Ins t i t u te o f Char te red A c c o u n t a n t s in Aus t ra l i a . 

The f inanc ia l s ta tements d o no t p u r p o r t t o re f lec t chang ing m o n e y values or the 
c u r r e n t values o f non -cu r ren t assets. 

In accordance w i t h the concep t o f accrual accoun t i ng , the f inanc ia l s ta tements have 
been p repared on a m o d i f i e d accrual basis whe reby mater ia l i tems i ncu r red b u t 
unpa id at year end and mater ia l i n c o m e due b u t no t rece ived, are b rough t t o accoun t 
as i ncome and e x p e n d i t u r e . 

2. F inance 

Finance fo r the prov is ion o f t r a f f i c c o n t r o l fac i l i t ies and re la ted w o r k s is c o n t r o l l e d 

t h r o u g h t h e T r a f f i c Faci l i t ies F u n d establ ished as a Special Deposi ts A c c o u n t at The 

Treasury , New Sou th Wales. O ther t h a n r e c o m m e n d i n g t o the Min is ter the p rov is ion 

o f app rop r ia te funds t o cover par t i cu la r p rogrammes and a l loca t ing p r io r i t i es f o r 

the i r e x p e n d i t u r e , the A u t h o r i t y has n o d i rec t c o n t r o l over the ava i lab i l i t y of its 

funds . 

3. R e c o u p m e n t o f E x p e n d i t u r e 

Sec t ion 24 o f t h e T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t . 1976 prov ides inter al ia f o r b o t h the Com­

missioner f o r Ma in Roads and Commiss ioner f o r M o t o r T ranspo r t t o r ecoup the 

costs, i n c l u d i n g admin i s t ra t i ve costs, i n c u r r e d in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h : -

(i) The act iv i t ies o f the A u t h o r i t y ; and 

( i i ) The ca r ry ing o u t o f any ac t iv i t ies , w o r k s or services, the cost o f w h i c h is t o be 
me t f r o m the F u n d . 
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F i x e d Assets 

T r a f f i c fac i l i t ies p rov i ded fo r m o t o r i s t s f o r m par t o f the State Gove rnmen t ' s local 

roads system a n d are w r i t t e n o f f by the D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads, in the year 

t ha t the c o n s t r u c t i o n takes p lace. As such , c o n s t r u c t i o n w o r k s are no t deemed t o be 

an asset f o r inc lus ion in the S ta temen t o f Balances o f t h e T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y o f N.S.W. 

B o r r o w i n g s 

(i) Du r i ng the year a loan o f S I , 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 was ob ta i ned f r o m t h e New Sou th Wales 

Treasury C o r p o r a t i o n . The terms of the loan p rov i ded f o r the p a y m e n t o f 

in terest and p r inc ipa l at regular intervals. 

Bor row ings by the A u t h o r i t y , t o da te , t o t a l $ 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 and are as f o l l o w s : — 

Lender Loan A c q u i r e d 

G o v e r n m e n t Insurance 

O f f i ce o f N.S.W. 

G o v e r n m e n t Insurance 

O f f i ce o f N.S.W. 

New Sou th Wales 

Treasury C o r p o r a t i o n 

1 9 / 4 / 1 9 8 2 

6 / 6 / 1 9 8 3 

2 5 / 6 / 1 9 8 4 

Pr inc ipa l 

A m o u n t 

S 1 ,200,000 

S I . 500 ,000 

S I . 800 .000 

$ 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 

Balance 

O u t s t a n d i n g 

As at 3 0 / 6 / 8 4 

S1 .200 .000 

S I , 5 0 0 . 0 0 0 

S I . 8 0 0 , 0 0 0 

$ 4 , 5 0 0 , 0 0 0 

i i ) A s ink ing f u n d has been c rea ted t o p rov ide fo r the r e d e m p t i o n o f the loans and , 

in th is regard, an a m o u n t o f S 4 3 2 . 7 0 0 has been invested w i t h the N e w Sou th 

Wales Treasury C o r p o r a t i o n . 

Detai ls o f investments made to -da te are as f o l l o w s : — 

Date o f 

Inves tment 

2 3 / 6 / 1 9 8 3 

2 7 / 2 / 1 9 8 4 

2 8 / 6 / 1 9 8 4 

A m o u n t 

$ 2 1 7 , 1 0 0 

$ 1 8 5 , 1 0 0 

$ 3 0 , 5 0 0 

$ 4 3 2 , 7 0 0 

M a t u r i t y 

1 / 7 / 1 9 9 0 

1 / 3 / 1 9 9 2 

1 /8 /1987 

Interest Rate 

1 5 . 1 % 

12 .7% 

12 .9% 

6. 

7. 

( i i i ) The a m o u n t s set aside have been assessed by Depa r tmen ta l Of f i cers and are 

cons idered adequate t o meet loan repayments u p o n m a t u r i t y . 

E m p l o y e e Benef i ts 

L i a b i l i t y exists f o r an u n d e t e r m i n e d a m o u n t in respect o f employees benef i ts such as 

supe rannua t i on , annua l leave and long service leave etc. As such costs arise w i t h i n 

the D e p a r t m e n t o f M o t o r T ranspo r t , t h e e x p e n d i t u r e is charged against the T ra f f i c 

Faci l i t ies F u n d . T h e D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads makes p rov is ion fo r emp loyee bene­

f i t s in its r e c o u p m e n t o f charges t o the T r a f f i c Faci l i t ies F u n d , as each c o n s t r u c t i o n 

u n d e r t a k i n g is c o m p l e t e d . 

Organ isa t ion 

(i) The T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y ma in ta ins a Secretar iat w h i c h compr ises admin i s t ra t i ve , 

sc ien t i f i c and technica l o f f i ce rs . Staf f o f the Secretar iat is p rov ided by the De­

p a r t m e n t o f M o t o r T ranspor t . 

( i i ) The D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads is the A u t h o r i t y ' s p r i nc i pa l opera t ions and con ­

s t r u c t i o n agency. 

r . J . H A N I O N , 
C H U f A C C O U N l A N f , 
O f P M t H t t l l Of HA I X I 0 A D S . 
0 » / 0 » / 1 9 « 4 . 

P.A. B A I O I N C , 
C H I C f A C C 0 U N I A N 1 . 
D I P A R 1 H E M 01 H 0 I 0 A IBMfPMTi 

n / M / i t u . 
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Appendices 

Appendix 1 

The Traffic Authority's Operating Legislation 

Tra f f i c A u t h o r i t y A c t , 1976. The A u t h o r i t y has, subject t o t h e c o n t r o l and d i r ec t i on 

o f the Min is ter f o r T ranspor t , the respons ib i l i t y f o r : 

• rev iew ing t ra f f i c ar rangements in the State and f o r m u l a t i n g or adop t i ng plans and p ro ­

posals f o r the i m p r o v e m e n t o f those a r rangements ; 

• establ ish ing general standards and pr inc ip les in c o n n e c t i o n w i t h the design and p ro ­

vis ion o f t r a f f i c c o n t r o l fac i l i t ies , and p r io r i t i es f o r ca r ry ing ou t ac t iv i t ies , w o r k s or 

services t ha t are i tems o f a p p r o v e d e x p e n d i t u r e ; 

• p r o m o t i n g t r a f f i c sa fe t y ; 

• co -o rd ina t i ng the act iv i t ies o f pub l i c au tho r i t i es w h e n they are d i r ec t l y invo lved in 

mat ters connec ted w i t h the A u t h o r i t y ' s f u n c t i o n s . 

The T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y m a y also d i rec t o the r pub l i c au thor i t i es t o i m p l e m e n t its p lans, 

general p r inc ip les and decis ions. 

M o t o r T r a f f i c A c t , 1909 - confers u p o n the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y respons ib i l i t y for the 

a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the prov is ions o f t h e A c t and its Regulat ions re la t ing t o the regu la t ion 

and c o n t r o l o f t r a f f i c , m o t o r vehicles and their dr ivers u p o n pub l i c s t reets, the prov is ion 

o f t r a f f i c c o n t r o l fac i l i t ies and the d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f speed l im i t s . 

M e t r o p o l i t a n T r a f f i c A c t , 1 9 0 0 • confers u p o n t h e T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y respons ib i l i t y for the 
a d m i n i s t r a t i o n o f the A c t and its Regulat ions re la t ing t o the c o n t r o l o f a n i m a l - d r a w n , 
pedes t r ian , b icyc le and o the r n o n - m o t o r i s e d t r a f f i c in the M e t r o p o l i t a n , Newcast le and 
Wo l l ongong T r a f f i c Areas. 

Local G o v e r n m e n t A c t , 1 9 1 9 - requires the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y t o de te rm ine app l i ca t ions 

by Counc i ls for consent t o the c losure o f a pub l i c road to t h r o u g h t ra f f i c or the open ing 

o f a road w h i c h has been c losed. A lso provides t ha t , sub jec t t o ce r ta in l i m i t e d excep t ­

ions, a Counc i l may c o n t r o l or regulate the use by t r a f f i c o f pub l i c roads in accordance 

w i t h the consent o f the T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y o r o n approval or d i r e c t i o n o f the Min is ter . 

T r a f f i c Safety (L igh ts and Hoard ings) A c t , 1 9 5 1 - confers on the T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y 
respons ib i l i t y t o d i rec t the remova l of any l igh t , s ign, h o a r d i n g , a w n i n g or s t ruc tu re 
w h i c h obscures o r c o u l d be mis taken for any l igh t , sign or device for the c o n t r o l l i n g of 
t ra f f i c . 
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Appendix 2 

Composition of Permanent Committees 

Principal Advisory Committee 

Mr . H .L . C a m k i n 

Mr . B.H. Butcher 

Chief Insp. N. Walden 

Mr . J .R. Caldwel l 

Mr . R.F. Mor r i s 

Mr . B. Searles 

Mr . J . Bates 

D i rec to r , T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y 

(Cha i rman) . 

Ch ie f Engineer (T ra f f i c and Design) 

D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads. 

Ch ie f Inspector (T ra f f i c ) , 

Pol ice D e p a r t m e n t . 

Manager, T r a n s p o r t a t i o n B ranch , 

D e p a r t m e n t o f E n v i r o n m e n t and 

Planning. 

Opera t ions Manager, Bus, 

Urban Trans i t A u t h o r i t y . 

Ch ie f T r a f f i c Engineer, Na t i ona l 

Roads & M o t o r i s t s ' Assoc ia t ion . 

T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar ia t , 

( C o m m i t t e e Secre tary) . 

Traffic Safety Committee 

Mr. H .L . Camk in 

Mr . D.C. Herber t 

Mr . F. Hawes 

Sup t . J . D u n l o p 

Ms. S. Macfar lane 

Mr . H. R u s t i n , S.M. 

Mr. R. Reece 

Mr . B. Searles 

Mr . J . Bates 

D i rec to r , T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y 

(Cha i rman) . 

Special Consu l tan t o n T r a f f i c Sa fe ty . 

T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar iat . 

Assistant T r a f f i c Engineer. 

D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads. 

Super in tenden t ( A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ) 

Pol ice Depa r tmen t . 

Consu l t an t Road Safety E d u c a t i o n , 
Depa r tmen t o f E d u c a t i o n . 

Bench o f S t i pend ia ry Magistrates. 

Execut ive Ass is tant . 
D e p a r t m e n t o f M o t o r T ranspo r t . 

Chief T ra f f i c Engineer, Na t iona l Roads 
& M o t o r i s t s ' Assoc ia t i on . 

T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar iat 
( C o m m i t t e e Secre tary) . 
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Appendix 2 continued 

Technical Committee 

Mr. B. Hazel 

Mr . S. D i m i t r i c 

Mr . R. Wi lson 

Ms. J . M i n i f i e 

Insp. K. Chapman 

Mr. E. Edwards 

Mr. J . Jamieson 

Mr. F. Har ley 

D e p u t y D i rec to r , T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y 

Secretar ia t , (Cha i rman) . 

Superv is ing Engineer, T ra f f i c Sec t i on , 

D e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads. 

T ranspor t and T r a f f i c Planner, U r b a n 

Trans i t A u t h o r i t y . 

Assistant T o w n Planner , D e p a r t m e n t o f 

E n v i r o n m e n t and P lann ing . 

Pol ice T ra f f i c B ranch , 

Pol ice D e p a r t m e n t . 

Secre tary , Sydney Sub-Branch . T ranspor t 

Workers U n i o n o f Aus t ra l i a . 

Senior T ra f f i c Engineer, Na t i ona l Roads 

& Mo to r i s t s ' Assoc ia t ion . 

T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar ia t , 

( C o m m i t t e e Secre ta ry ) . 

Development 

P E R M A N E N T M E M B E R S 

Mr. M. Rao 

Sergeant M. Lane 

Mr. R. L l o y d 

Mr. R. Bai rd 

C A S U A L M E M B E R S 

Mr. E. Edwards 

Mr . R. Wi l son 

Committee 

Engineer T r a f f i c . T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y 

Secretar iat , (Cha i rman) . 

T ra f f i c P lann ing Sec t i on , T ra f f i c 

B ranch , Pol ice D e p a r t m e n t . 

Engineer, T r a f f i c Sec t ion , 

J e p a r t m e n t o f Ma in Roads. 

T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar iat 

( C o m m i t t e e Secre tary) . 

Secre tary , Sydney Sub-Branch , T ranspor t 

Worke rs ' U n i o n o f Aus t ra l i a . 

T ranspor t and T ra f f i c Planner, U r b a n 

Trans i t A u t h o r i t y . 

•4 1 



Appendix 3 

Development Committee Matters 

Table 1 Mat ters Deal t w i t h . (Graph 1) 

Type Number % 

8 2 / 8 3 8 3 / 8 4 8 2 / 8 3 8 3 / 8 4 
Ma jo r Deve lopmen t A p p l i c a t i o n s 2 7 2 236 61 5 8 
M i n o r Deve lopmen t A p p l i c a t i o n s 9 9 4 7 2 2 12 
Park ing Stat ions 11 14 2 3 
E n v i r o n m e n t a l Studies 12 19 2 5 
Local E n v i r o n m e n t a l Plans 33 6 5 8 16 
Other 21 23 5 6 

T O T A L 4 4 8 4 0 4 100 100 

Table 2 Loca t i on o f Mat te rs Dea l t w i t h (Classif ied by D e p a r t m e n t o f M a i n Roads ' 
Div is ional Areas) . 

D.M.R. D iv is ion N u m b e r % 

8 2 / 8 3 8 3 / 8 4 8 2 / 8 3 8 3 / 8 4 
Sydney 163 125 3 6 31 
B l a c k t o w n 4 9 57 11 14 
Par ramat ta 6 5 27 15 7 
Hun te r 4 8 71 11 18 
l l l awar ra 23 17 5 4 
Other C o u n t r y Areas 9 4 101 21 25 
Other Organisat ions 6 6 1 1 

T O T A L 4 4 8 4 0 4 100 100 

Tab le 3 T i m e Taken t o Respond t o Counc i ls on Deve lopmen t A p p l i c a t i o n s . 
(Graph 2) . 

Number % 

8 2 / 8 3 8 3 / 8 4 8 2 / 8 3 8 3 / 8 4 
Less than 21 days 6 4 4 6 2 5 19 
22 - 3 0 days 96 121 3 8 4 8 
3 1 - 4 0 days 74 6 2 30 2 5 
More t h a n 4 0 days 18 21 7 8 

T O T A L 2 5 2 2 5 0 1 0 0 100 

4 2 
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Appendix 4 

Forum of Road Safety Committees 

Mr. H .L . C a m k i n 

Dr. K. Harr is 

Dr. F. Ra ins fo rd 

Dr. D.B. H e m p t o n 

Mr. D.C. Herbe r t 

Mr . R.J. Higgs 

Dr. J . H . H i r shman 

Pro f . R.L. Hucks tep C.M.G. 

Mr . K .F . H u m e 

Sup t . L. Ko tze 

Mr. P. Le i thhead 

Mr. P. Maher 

Mr . P. Monaghan 

Mr . B. Searles 

Dr. W. S ten ing 

Mr . B. Stewar t 

Dr. D. S to rey 

Mr. K. Thomas 

Mr. A . L u c k m a n 

D i rec to r , T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y 

(Cha i rman) . 

A l t e r na te delegate. St . J o h n 

A m b u l a n c e Assoc ia t i on . 

A l t e r na te delegate, St . J o h n 
A m b u l a n c e Assoc ia t i on . 

Aus t ra l i an Medica l Assoc ia t i on . 

Special Consu l t an t on T r a f f i c 

Sa fe ty , T r a f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar ia t . 

State D i rec to r , Road Crash 

Prevent ion Aus t ra l i a . 

D o c t o r s ' R e f o r m Soc ie ty and Aus t ra l i an 

Consumers ' Assoc ia t i on . 

Prince o f Wales Hosp i ta l and Roya l 

Aus t ra l ian Col lege o f Surgeons. 

Road C o m m i t t e e o f the Roya l 

Aus t ra l i an Col lege o f Surgeons. 

T ra f f i c B r a n c h , 

Pol ice D e p a r t m e n t . 

N.S.W. Road T ranspor t 

I n d u s t r y T r a i n i n g C o m m i t t e e . 

Na t i ona l Safety Counc i l o f Aus t ra l i a . 

L i fe Insurance Federa t ion o f 

Aus t ra l i a . 

Na t iona l Roads & M o t o r i s t s ' 
Assoc ia t i on . 

T r a u m a S u b - C o m m i t t e e , Aus t ra l i an 
Bra in F o u n d a t i o n . 

N.S.W. Drug and A l c o h o l A u t h o r i t y 

Aus t ra l ian Red Cross Soc ie t y . 

Save a L i fe a Day M o v e m e n t . 

T ra f f i c A u t h o r i t y Secretar ia t , 

( C o m m i t t e e Secre ta ry ) . 
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Appendix 5 

WORKS COMPLETED BY DEPARTMENT OF M A I N ROADS 

NEW SOUTH WALES 

Tra f f i c Signals 

Table 1 compares the n u m b e r o f sets of t r a f f i c signals in the 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 f inanc ia l year t o the 

prev ious f inanc ia l year. (No te tha t the f igures s h o w n for 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 have been revised by the 

Depa r tmen t of Ma in Roads since pub l i ca t i on o f the A n n u a l Repor t o f t ha t yea r ) . 

Table 1 

T R A F F I C S I G N A L S 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 

Ex is t i ng 1888 1946 

New Sets 64 61 

Removed - 6 - 2 

T O T A L 1 9 4 6 * 2 0 0 5 ' " 

54 Sets recons t ruc ted and 5 t e m p o r a r y sets ins ta l led . 

' ' 74 Sets recons t ruc ted and 3 t e m p o r a r y sets ins ta l led . 

Table 2 shows the b r e a k d o w n of the fo rego ing to ta ls by l oca t i on and t y p e . 

Figures for 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 f i nanc ia l year are shown in b racke ts : 

Table 2 

T Y P E S 

L O C A T I O N V E H I C L E P E D E S T R I A N I N N E R T O T A L 

A C T U A T E D A C T U A T E D C I T Y 

Sydney 1404 (1360) 177 (175 ) 120 (120) 1701 (1655) 

Newcast le 113 i 110) 2 6 ( 25 ) 1 3 9 ( 135) 

Wo l l ongong 8 0 I 78) 9 ( 9) 8 9 ( 87 ) 

C o u n t r y Areas 6 2 i 56 ) 14 ( 13) 7 6 ( 69 ) 

T O T A L 1 6 5 9 (1604) 2 2 6 (222 ) 120 (120) 2 0 0 5 ( 1 9 4 6 ) 

In the Sydney M e t r o p o l i t a n . Wo l l ongong and Newcast le u rban areas, a f u r t he r 163 inter-

sect ions were connec ted t o the Sydney Co-o rd ina ted A d a p t i v e T r a f f i c Sys tem (SCAT) 

du r ing 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 . 

In te rsec t ion Imp rovemen ts 

A to ta l o f 4 4 in tersect ions were recons t ruc ted w i t h pe rmanen t channe l i sa t ion d u r i n g 

1 9 8 3 / 8 4 c o m p a r e d w i t h 3 7 in the previous f i nanc ia l year. 

Roundabou ts - 4 5 p e r m a n e n t l y ins ta l led ; 31 under c o n s t r u c t i o n ; 44 designs c o m p l e t e d . 

4 5 



Appendix 6 

ACCIDENT BLACK SPOT PROGRAMME 

Table 1 Black Spot Sites Treated (Graph 3) 

Financia l Year 

1980 /81 1 9 8 1 / 8 2 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 To ta l 

New sites t rea ted 

( fo r f i rs t t ime ) 12 20 26 42 100 

Sites re- t reated 0 9 9 10 2 8 

To ta l Site T rea tmen ts 12 2 9 3 5 52 128 

Of 173 sites i den t i f i ed by the m o n i t o r i n g p r o g r a m m e , 100 sites have had t r e a t m e n t . N o t 

a l l o f those have necessari ly been c o m p l e t e d in the s ta ted f inanc ia l year. 

The rema in ing 73 sites, n o t ye t t reated, may be categor ised as: 

Fu r the r invest igat ion necessary 3 4 

T r e a t m e n t p lanned fo r 1 9 8 4 / 8 5 p rog ramme 3 5 

T r e a t m e n t proposed fo r subsequent p rogrammes 4 

Tab le 2 Types o f T rea tments 

Financia l Year 

1980 /81 1 9 8 1 / 8 2 1 9 8 2 / 8 3 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 To ta l 

R o a d w o r k s — 2 3 5 10 

R o u n d a b o u t ins ta l led - 1 3 3 7 

Signals ins ta l led 2 4 3 7 16 

Signals m o d i f i e d 9 9 13 17 4 8 

Surface t r e a t m e n t - 10 12 15 37 

Road m a r k i n g o r 

s ignpost ing 5 4 7 7 23 

T o t a l 16 3 0 4 1 54 141 

(Var iance f r o m Table 1 results f r o m concu r ren t t rea tments at some si tes). 

" The Acc i den t Black Spot Programme has led t o a 5 3 % decrease in crashes a f ter the f i rs t 

t r e a t m e n t at 4 5 t rea ted sites where su f f i c i en t data was avai lable t o enable assessment. 

In average t e r m s , th is represents a r e d u c t i o n o f a r o u n d 10 acc idents per site per year. 
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Appendix 6 continued 

Graph 3 BLACK SPOT SITES TREATED 

(Total Sites Treated = 128) 
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Table 1 Fatal T r a f f i c Crashes in NSW, year ended 3 0 t h June , 1984 . 

T i m e and day o f week 1 /7 /83 - 3 0 / 6 / 8 4 . 

DAY OF 
TIME OF DAY 

WEEK 
12-3 3-6 6-9 9-12 12-3 3-6 6-9 9-12 Not TOTAL 
am am am noon pm pm pm mid 

night 
Stated 

Sunday 23 15 9 13 23 31 19 12 1 146 

Monday 4 5 12 12 11 22 25 11 1 103 

Tuesday 5 1 12 8 23 24 11 10 2 96 

Wednesday 8 8 9 9 15 24 24 13 0 110 

Thursday 13 5 14 11 12 29 20 20 0 124 

Friday 11 8 15 25 19 32 43 22 1 176 

Saturday 30 10 10 16 22 17 29 20 1 155 

Unknown 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

TOTAL 94 52 81 94 125 179 171 108 6 910 

N o t e : This tab le inc ludes p re l im ina ry data fo r the f i na l m o n t h s o f 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 w h i c h are 

sub jec t t o m i n o r a m e n d m e n t . 

Table 2 Deaths f r o m T r a f f i c Crashes in NSW, year ended 3 0 t h June , 1984 

Age and class o f road user k i l l ed 1 /7 /83 - 3 0 / 6 / 8 4 . 

AGE 

CLASS OF 
0- 3- 8- 13- 17- 21- 25- 30- 40- 50- 60- 70+ un- Total 

ROAD USER 2 7 12 16 20 24 29 39 49 59 69 know n 

Driver 0 0 0 6 63 48 51 60 41 27 23 19 3 341 

Passenger 11 14 8 24 38 32 23 32 19 11 15 25 12 264 

Motorcyclist 0 0 0 2 63 42 18 18 1 2 0 0 0 146 

P/passenger 0 0 0 1 5 4 2 2 0 0 0 0 0 14 

Pedestrian 8 17 11 10 18 10 9 18 12 20 33 61 4 231 

Pedal eye. 0 0 8 7 3 1 0 1 2 2 0 2 0 26 

Other 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 

TOTAL 19 31 27 50 190 137 104 131 75 62 71 107 19 1023 

N o t e : This tab le inc ludes p r e l i m i n a r y data f o r the f i na l m o n t h s o f 1 9 8 3 / 8 4 w h i c h are 

sub jec t t o m i n o r a m e n d m e n t . 
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