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Dataset/product 
description

The Geographical Names Register (GNR) is a database of the 
authoritative place names in NSW. Since its inception in 1966 
the Geographical Names Board has recorded information in 
relation to NSW geographical names within the GNR. There 
are currently over eighty thousand place names recorded in 
the GNR. On average, 200 new place names are assigned and 
added to this database every year.

Every record in this database has the provision for over thirty 
attributes ranging from spatial location information in respect 
to co-ordinate, map tile, parish etc. to cultural information 
on history, meaning and origin. The GNR also holds official 
information such as the name’s status and feature type, and 
temporal information dealing with the gazettal date of the 
name.

Dataset uses Place Names are used to identify and record the official 
and/or commonly used names for the location of places 
and features, and the gazetted or historical information 
associated with those names. 

Place Names are integral to:

•	 emergency response
•	 cultural identity and heritage
•	 mapping and navigation.
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More broadly, correct use of accurate place name can provide 
benefits for communities and organisations engaged in: 

•	 Trade and commerce
•	 Population censuses and national statistics
•	 Property rights and cadastre
•	 Urban and regional planning
•	 Environmental management
•	 Natural disaster preparedness, relief, and aid
•	 Security strategy and peacekeeping operations
•	 Search and rescue operations
•	 Map and atlas production
•	 Automatic navigation
•	 Tourism
•	 Communications, including postal and news services.

Current status The source of official place names for NSW, containing 
authoritative references and information pertaining to the 
history, origin and meaning of place names and provides 
information to the Gazetteer of Australia.

Standards and 
specifications 

Metadata for the relevant Spatial Services datasets are 
required to comply with AS/NZS ISO 19115 ANZLIC Metadata 
Profile v1.1 and ISO 19139.

Data is collected in accordance with the Geographical Names 
Act 1966.

Access and licensing Spatial Services, a division of the Department of Finance, 
Services and Innovation (DFSI) creates and manages 
Intellectual Property for the Crown in right of New South 
Wales.

Acquisition of this data is subject to the customer entering 
into an appropriate Creative Commons license agreement.

To the extent that Creative Commons licensing applies, 
all data and other material produced by Spatial Services 
constitutes Crown copyright.

Spatial Services has applied the Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 Australia Licence. Spatial Services asserts the 
right to be attributed as author of the original material in the 
following manner:

© Spatial Services [date of extraction]

http://Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia Licence
http://Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Australia Licence
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Additional terms for the use of Spatial Services material

Any derived products which are created will be required to 
clearly mark the date that any extractions from the Spatial 
Services Spatial Database occurred.

All Intellectual Property which is owned by Spatial Services 
should only be loaded on any external cloud platforms if 
Spatial Services’ Intellectual Property remains unchanged, 
maintained and preserved.

Metadata Geographical Names Register Place Names

Updates Continuously.

Custodian agency and 
contact 

Name: Geographical Names Board of NSW  
Address: 346 Panorama Ave Bathurst NSW 2795
Email: SS-GNB@finance.nsw.gov.au

Aggregator(s) Agency: Spatial Services
Address: 346 Panorama Ave, Bathurst NSW 2795
Email: SS-SDS@finance.nsw.gov.au

Distributor(s) Agency: Spatial Services
Address: 346 Panorama Ave, Bathurst NSW 2795
Email: SS-SDS@finance.nsw.gov.au


